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4 1st INFANTRY DIVISION
°  Ardennes-Eupen Sector
16-31 Dec Ll

A varied collection of material on the fifteen day operation of the
Division in blunting enemy attack. Narrative by historian provides a con-
tinuous account at Division level. The one interview 1s at battalion
level with some account of small unit action,

Division Narrative by historian 22 pages
Interview Pages

2d Bn, 26th Inf, CO, Ex 0, S=2, S=3,

Cos E, F, G and Comd Offs - 10

Extracts from official documents and overlays, including a detailed
report on TD actions in the battle.
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SUTGENBACH ACTION | N

2d-Bn, 26th Inf, 18t Inf. Jiv.

Joint Interview: Lt. Col. Derrill Daniel, CO 24 Bn.
laj. Waglter W, Nations, Exec 0ff.
Cept. Thomes J. Yendron, S-3.

Lt. Elmer C. Killens, 5-2.

Capt. Pierre Siepanian, Co CO Co E.

1/L%t. Auguat o hcunlgan Co GO G U0,
1/Lt. James E. Rea, F Co CO.

Bn CP, gouthwest of S#tgenvach (Dom Bfitgenbach), 14 January 1945,
{(Capt. Gendron called in &ll the company commanders
to help with the interview. He outlined the main points
- of the story, but had the commenders to ftell their part.
All of the battelion officers kept close check on the
story and added points a&s the interview progressed).
Cverleys: GBGS 4414, Sheet 5505, 24 Ed., 5503, mlsenborn. 2 sketches

by T/3 Jose I. Topete, frun material furnished by S5-5 eand
Company officers in the interview.

Interviewers: 1i/Sgt. Forrest C. Pogue anuw€{5 Jose 1. Topete (V Corps).
(The early part_trpdi@ f‘iven by Capt. Gendron.) G i
Just prior %o !!L breakthrough the 26th InIantrv we.s atihUEEL, |

Belgium, reorgénizing and trainning after the HURTGEN Forest action

in which 1T had been hgrd hit. Two companies had been completely

knocked out ( E and I Cos were completely new)., The companies had

been brought up to about 100 men each, about 60% Etrength.' G Co

hed not been brought to full strength andlatartEd from AUBEL with only :

about 50 men. Thus & Co had about 10-15% replacements, while & ang F

Cos were 90% replacenents (others back from hospitel). Tﬁn heavy LG {

plgtumns were completely new except for 8 men, Officer ranks were

depletedsy In the Whole Battalion there were only 7 6ld oificers

(fuur officers in Hg gnd 2 in the line who came in on D Day).

There were only about 4 BAR's to & company, but the battslion was
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not shurtﬁﬁﬁ; of the haavyfh It§ was short on grenade launchers
apnd lacked two jeeps.

The 26th Infantry weg alerted on the morning of
15 December, &t 2100 it was put on 1 hour alert and at 2200 got
definite orders to move, It started moving &t 2450 to Camp Elgen~
born. (0300 siven as actusal time of departure fron another source).

(ar ﬂf-ﬁ'wﬁ-—" . _
_LThere the ent was grabbed by the Asst GG, @gth Division, /M@ince
c .

the 26th Infantry wag atiahed to the S9th Di?iainn. The Regimental

. \ .
Commander of the 26th Infantry ordered his troops through Hutgenbach
Lo selze. aigh polnts at 928027 and 940026, The 3d Bn was to occupy
the high ground to the north of the Endgkftar hitting sUthenbach

*l

they came down the m2in road (see G?"-“I‘lﬂj} towards Dom Bub genbach. On
The first high ground the 24 Bn found Spproximétely 50 men of the 99th
Division not dug in. They were una éér\ ptain (apvarently Capt,

gopdtaal]

méns. He had clerks, mechanics, etu.,‘With iim., He was finally

Kennedy of 612th TD Bn

three times reporting Ger-

told not to come back any more until the 25th Infantry could go
through. (At this point Capt, Gendron ind;ea£9d that m2ny elements
of the 99th Div had withdrawn without firing at Germans &and wiﬁhﬂut
dttempting to save their guns and vehiclea). -

In the advance G Co, with attached tenks, took the
lead and came down to the Rilgh ground at apurnximataly 937022 (see
_nverlaﬁa. GD F took up positions to the snuth of G Co. E Co secured
.positions south of Dom Butgenbach (see nvarlﬁy).

There was no infentry opposition on the part of the
Gormens to the taking up of positions by the 26th Infantry. The
Germang appirenily had nnt expected & qulick move on the part of

the Americang forces 2nd had feiled to hasten forward from Bullingzen,

IT they had taken this arez it would have alded them to met the road
-2 - :
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net they wanted thru;gh But F, ufarda Elgenborn, The énem?
threw gome artillery 2nd mortar fire in on the 26th at night, but it
wég not serious. The 2d Bn CP was getl up'in the ﬁuildi?g vhich it
»wag still occupying aﬁ the 1i4th of January (see overlay),

STMM AT‘ duns were put on the ro2ds to the eagt and t,he south (see pf
overlay), The Bn, had 1 platoon of 4 Hle TD'S (from the 24 Platoon,
Co A, 634th TD Bn) &nd the tanks of 24 platoon, Co C, T45th Tk 3n.
The men dug in lmmediately aynée it was getting dark (2ll this was
on 17 December). The Bn. had moved out of Zlsenborn at 1200 and
hﬁd arrived at Butgenbach at 1300. The Bn., Commander waited for
orders there. The Bn., occupled its positions about 17C0 uf 17 Dec=
esmbar.(It was noted here that some of tﬁa times given in the G-2
Periodicel Report and After Action Report were as much.&s8 4 hours
wrong; it was also noted fnat a{fﬁe\i‘ém@ﬁtthere,might bé 2

confuslion in days. E?e-bnﬁ)pﬂnncarned discuassed the matter of time

cach time an hour was mentioned and an attempt was made to zive more
accurate hours than those which occur in some of the reports). There

wag no enemy air activity during this period.

Petrols were then sent into Bullingen and into the
woods south of Butgenbach by the 24 Bn. There weré some Germans in
the town and some eactivity on the crossroads to tﬁe aouth of Dom
Butgenbach. The g2p between E and F Cos was patrolled &ll night,
There was no mining the fir;t night, @ince the Bn. depended on AT

- Guns, bazookas and the like,

About 1000@on 18 December the 2d Bn, decided to extend
its lines. E Co wes gpread rather thin to the west of the nortn
south rozd out of Dom BUtgenbach, During the 18th the Germens began

to probe with infantry and tanks to feel out the position, using

two platoons with 2 tanks each. A reconnalsgance car which came up
| s
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near Dom Bﬁtganbacﬁ-ﬁﬁ'the lB%ﬁT‘H&ﬂwkﬁﬂukeﬂ outkféﬂulting in the
£11ling of three and the wounding of a fourth German, They were
from the 12th 85 Panzer Division (nearly their full strength was
in thils area after the first day plus elements of 34 Parachute Div-
ision)., The Bn, later met elements of 12th Volksgrenadier Diviszion
and then the 39th Division (Milch wes still tifre on the 14 Jan 45),
The 2d Bn was covering &n 1800 yard front, with its
rear and right flanks exposed, It had run into parachutists of
Col. Von der Heydte's group coming out frﬁm Elgenborn., Germans
had occupled Bullingen on 17 December and had sent patrols towards
BUtgenbach, They had excellent observation for artillery (about
00%); while the 24 Bn had one blind:apnt near Dom Bi'tgenbach,
The Divislion Artillery had the mission of blocking
roads and approaches. The 2d Bn dld not havéd this support at first,

The delay in moving ﬂutig' \W@tﬁ by the 26th Inf'&?

due to Divisionsl ﬂrderllﬁhat the advance be held up until the arty,

could start displacement. By 1430 on 17 December, however, the Bn.
had the support of its organic battalion-=-334 FA Bn (105's).

(Sﬁatament by Capt. Gendron and Capt Stepanian).

Capt. Gendron--First attack was on the hight of the
18~19 Dec (there is some difference of opinion 2s to the time)., 12
'thnks and 2 cumyaniés of infantry came in from the east (sece n%&rla;T;
A total of 7 tanks came almost to the Battalions vosistion. They
ﬁare hit by bazookas, S57TMM AT guns and AT Gren2des. Three tanks
got tarough the lines and came up and down the road south of Donm
Butgenbach and then went back, Three attacks were m&de altogether.
| Capt Stepanlian--The first counterattack came at 0225
on the morning of the 19 Deuamber%cklnada of infantry and
gseveral tanka_hit E Co, Trucks unlogded on SW road at (9330083_

_ e
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They h2d probably found a waa“mﬁﬁiﬁtitﬁétha.eaat_uf the road.
However, the Bn had arty direct firaﬁbln%izzédéiet ovoint, pdus—wep-
ter—fixe. Direect arty fire broke up attack., Three tanks finally
got through &nd ran up &nd down road moing into Don jﬁtganhauiu
putting direct fife on the Bn. Five or six men<4n Dom BUtgzenbach
hit by enemy tank fire, The tanka,drivan beck by artillery and
1nfantryjatnpped at line of departure (patrols later found aﬁnut
100 enemy dead). It was believed that two of the three tanka'wara
hit (2 found disabled later),

Stepanian, E Co~---At 1010 on 19 Dec 2 tanks & a com-
pany of 1nfantr3r of the 12; 99 Fanzer Division came in from the south,
ran through the Bn positions and blasted them. 3Several of E Co men

were wounded, Arty and TD fire from near Dom Butgenbach was brought

in while the men stayed in the foxholes. Eﬁﬁ\ of their tanks was

“Znocked out and their ‘tpdf@ﬁmld by thia“ fire. It 1is
‘probable that all of the infantry in this attack was kllled,

Lt. Rea~-=-At 0130 20 December an attack developed from
Bullingen. :qagﬂ came up east-west road, About six tanka-(I saw
6 tanks--Rea) and @bout two companies of infantry ( at least normal
strength),. They hit the roadblock of mines which had been laid
the night of 16 Dec=-=-belt of mines across the road). Thg rest of
the tanks then ﬁant off.the road to the left &nd cawme crosscountry
to the north-south road into Dom Blitgenbach, It was dark, so it was
impossible for the Bn to see how to shoot., The Germans fired into
F Co, knockinz out three bazooka teams. Co H lost 2 machine gun

gsection and 4 or 5 men wounded. The Gemmans had no arty erepcration

for the attack,,

|
¥

12th 8S Panzer Division decided to attack again., On

tie night of 20 Dec. & Go of the 2nd Bn wag moved to the risht of Co £,
..5..

o ’
B
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The Bn, directed direﬁt'arty and Bezooka fire on the ‘tanks knocking
out ong tank with a b&zooka, The bazooks man's asslstent wis wounge
@d 'so he loaded and fireg the bazooka by himself, (The Co Cmdr

didn't koow the mant neme; ‘sald he was trying to el the name so he
could recommend .him for an awaprd), During tha& one tank cﬁha
tarough a gﬁﬁ in the 500 yﬂrﬁﬂEEdFEPDW. L18nk comnménder slopped at
one- foxhole, got out, waved his pistol and one American came. out ang
*nt into tha tank ag 2 prigener, Anothar tank juined this one soon

aftarwaraa &nd the two came up towards Dom BUt. Zenbach, One tank wag

' ‘behind G Co ang the other behing B8, Pistol snote were hezrd at one

point 2nd it was thought that tank coumanders were shooting American
Wwounded. However, no infantry got beyonad hedgserows, They zot 8 of

Co E men on the right flank and about 24 nen were reported wnisging

from Co &. The Bn counted 8 of t:-li ﬁx‘é\b\tmng-ﬂmnckad out by
bazookas and AT Zuns,

r got one of them,

The ﬂttac{ aubsiﬂeﬁ about 1530 or lﬁuO
> (Lt MeColegan geve the matterizl Whicﬂ follows ) :
& reorganization of the remnafts of G Co waa effeeted. C Co was
brought up %o the risht, G co suffered the following uaauéltlaa:
15 KIA, 12 MIA eng 10 WIA, One platoon lsader wnundéd, 2 sqﬁaﬁ
leaders KIA 2nd 2 WIA. One platoon sergeant was u@t far;nambat
exXhaustion and 3-4 sgsigtant squad lezders out. At beginning of
fignt the Co had 68 riflemen on the line ang auﬂﬁ gection of © men,
A moriér section 2t Dom Butzenbach fired 750 rounds from its two
mortars during this attack, firing unyil t@e tanks caved in theip
holes with direct hits. _
When the tanis broke throuzhy tuwarﬂs the CP of Qo

- E the CP group rallied to form.a new line, hs three tanks came up in
frﬂnt of the building, a bEZGEKH tean frum Co G wau* to thej nearby

¥
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An‘an effort to gat 1ntu Pirinﬂfpaaitiﬂn but were unable to do so.

Gﬂmpﬂgi E“”Cﬁpt atepanian

Co E was confronted by the 3 tanks which oushed &
around and'aiymaad the E Co flank, TQE tanks hit about™a half plat-
oon of E Co men on the right flank hitbing one of tﬁe S?Jﬁ_ Zung
~on vhe right sng a gguad of men about 0800 or 0900, The Lleft half
of The line (un the east) stuud firm for 2 huura. When they saw ftaniks
in DOYM Bulgenbacgh nemr the E Co GP they startad in thatl direetion,

Tﬁe three. tanks were firing into the P, After & time an American S
tank located nortii of Dowm Sitgenbach destroved one of the enemy

tanks in front of the CP, Another taonx firing into tie CP was Xknecx-
€d out at 1600. The remaining tank taxing cover behind the two

fnocked out tanks, blsw.two holes in the CP, hittinz about O CP
personnel. The men cn \dfe\@mar\;t ro2d at this time, bHe-

c&use any wmovement dre G fP fr’om tanks, gter the men were sent
Y

ey e

. out to occupy nearby builﬁaﬁgs. No enemy infantry zot through

i

artillery sereen to botler @8, The effectiveness of this screen may

be seen in patrol rerorts which indicated thare were 500 eneqy dead

gy '-_'ﬁh

in front of the Ba line;

Lbout 150 the 90 Ml gun near the CP brought fire on

& German tanﬁ. {he gun fired &tlthe long héLlﬁiﬁé and with three ” o
ghots chaged the tank away from 1t. rThE Bn kept the bulldings. It i
is ktnown that the Bn 3ut 1l of the 12 tanka and mey ha?e diaablaﬂ %
the otltier one. Go E had 3 KIA, 12 MIA, 15 WIA. Lobb weapons plitoon | fé
leagder, four aquad 1eadana¢ D> assigtant sqﬁad leaders. % :

Co E ran short on mortap &mmunitinn ﬁuring the. 1gh$ ”15“
and sent & Jeep Eftar more but it could not get back down the road,

Aporoximetely 7500 rounds of 81 MM mortar: aumunition were used in the

fight, Art.y fired 12,000 ruun&a that. day (ﬂ !ii*riaiﬂn record). Fj %
g, B0 S - - | -ﬁ""" | -+ P
T R e (e ./
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wag placed directly on posigtlons of 2nd Bn troops who were well ausg
in, There wag fn” &1l morning and no nbaervutinn. The regiment had
be support of 8 battalions of medium &nd light arty during the fight,

Four 90 MM guns were élsn attached in this action., The Bn c2lled

for medium battalion on Z8p in hedgerow and got continuous fire from
955th (155's) from 0900-2400 on 21 December,

(Capt Gendron takes up story égain with aid of Major
Nations). g

The nﬁtpushs on the east were out prétty far; they
were algo placed on west to edsze of woods. They heard the enamy mov-
ing when they didn t suspect that they wers belng obgerved, OP's
plecked up this information 1mmsﬂ1ataly énd brought ﬁnwn direct fire,

Infuntry-tank coordination of Garmdna was perfect

dfe@!ﬁ\@gn& sttack on 21 Dee

the 2d Bn put in 2400 millh 2long its whole front. HMines had alau

until they uit arty fif

been placed on the e2stern flank on the 20th of December. Germens
dttacked on 23%st through gap *at wag unmined, The Bn pusiitinqwas

strengthened with 2 astronz road blocks, with mines on road and with

three rows of conecertina wire,

The Bn céptured some interesting materisl on the arty

1
1.4*' '

8ctivities of the enemy whan it plcked up & FO nart ; 01 15ht Four ., = .

out of 8 were captuped, two killed ang two escaped, Deapite this

P
loss of observers they manased to put 800 rounds in buildings at’” Dnm 21"

Butgenbach, They dastruyed &ll of the Bn's wire;during a blg attack .ﬁ}

communications coulden't be repaired, so the Bn had to depend on radiu.:égf:
léhemy &rty worked on the ares NW of Butgenbach first anﬂ tried to * #%gf:
Zet the Div arty.l Cn the day before the attagk of 21 Dec they fired ?%?
211 day, '}

T
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Exeerpts From Report After Action |
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PHASE III - RESTORATION AND DEFENSE OF THE
BUTGENBACH-WEYWERTZ-WEIMES SECTOR.

a, Operations Memor&ndum Number 132, Headquarters VII Corps,
dated 16 buuambcr, atated that the lst US Infantry Division will De
prepared to move on 81X hours notice beginning 161330A on orders
Commanding General, VII Corps.

ihgimantal Combat Team 26 will move to the vieinliy of
CAVP ELSENBORN (K-9008) 17 December 1944 and 1s attached to V Corps
effective 162400A,

Regimental Combat Team 16 (less the 2d Battalion and the
7th Field Aptillery Battalion) is detached from V Corps and reveris
to VII Corps and the lst US Infantry Division effective 1l December
1944, The 24 Battalion, 1l6th Infantry is detached from V Corps and
reverts to VII Corps and the lst US Infantry Divigion effective 13
Becenber 1944. The 7th ¥ield Artillery Battalion is detaghed from .
V Corps and reverts %o VII Corps and the lst US Infantry #ivision
effective 151200A December 1944.

*1e 5th Field Artillery Battalion is detached from V Corps

and reverts to VII Corps and the lst US Infantry Pivision effective
151600A, :

b. See map: FRANCE and BELGIUM, GSGS 4@40, 1/50,000, Sheets
59 and 70 and map: GERMANY, GAGA 4414, 1/25,000, Sheets 5502 and 5503.

s. See Appendix A - Troop List, 18 December 1944.

e. See Appendix O - Sketoh Map, 1/100,000, showing Division
Positions, 1-31 1944.

¢. See Apendix E - Daily Pituation Overlays 18-31
December 1944, Inclusive.

o, PLANNING AND PREPARATION

#ne leading battalion of Combat Team 26 left at 170230A
for an assembly area in the vioinity of LAGER (CAMP) E1SENBORN.
Combat Team 26 closed in that area at 0900A.

At 0900A, the Pivision recelved & gxla::pu from VII
Corps which stated that effective 16240 bat T!;n %E wag
detached from VII Corps and attached to Y Corps. e Yivision
was told to move Combat Team 16 immediately to CAMP ELSENBORN

at K-8009. 18 teletype was a confirmation of telephone in-
structions.

s
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ﬁu Pivision command post o ed at o in thﬂ.,,__
vicinity of SOCURBRODT, BELGIUM at 1 o he “ivision was
attached to YV Corps.

At 201“. the “4vision told the 26th Infantry, "As soon
as we get tied in, we are going to take you over. Haven't got
much suppgrt. Would like to get the plecture of what you are
doing." e regiment replied, "Ve hnﬂ two bntts.lims to the
south and a 1little bit east or BUTGENBACH - & h:.ll mass, <he lst
Battalion 1s at ELSENBORN; he is getting "O" Company, 26th Infantry
tonight. The 26th has a great variety of anti-aireraft weapons
a company of towed TDg, and a platoon of other TDs. We are more
or less on our own. Situation is somewhat mixed up. Have no
contact with enemy at pnmt. The 33rd FA Bn is on the right
of the lst Battalion." _

*he Pivision told the 26th Infantry, "The 24 Battalion,
16th Infantry will be south of RJ by MALMEDY; the lst Battalion,
leth Infgntry will go south of that town; the 34 Battalion, lﬁﬂn

fantry will go southeast of tha One combat team of tho 30th
v%l.ton will nu througytht Jd Sattalion, 1l$th Infantry.
attalion, 16th Infantry will reinforce Rne OO Devicton. BAt-
ua.t.t.on at lﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ is quiet. At the present time, hold what you
have; watch your right flank., We w have the Mth gome on
down with the people on the right. 5th “ield Artillery
Battalion will probably come in tmi.mt. Keep us posted.”

a.told 'V 'Corps, "We want to
take the gsth Inhn %m# have namimtim with them.
hey are a little wc led about the ri right flank. Inromtim
hazy on the 99th Division; we have a liaison offider there." V
Corps replied that the 18th Infantry was in position Jjust east
of EUPEH. Corps also stated that ¥y would inform the Division
when they oould take over the 26th Infantry. The 26the Infantry
;-?nrtod at 2068A that their regimental command post was at
20“#

The Division told the 99th Intmta}jivuim at 2108A,
"The 47th Infantry holds MUTZENICH, MONS is clear of tht
mﬂ. 18th Combat T is now east of EUPEN in position to back
up the 47th Infantry. e 1l6th Inrmm is go.tng.in about 8213;
the 34 Ba.tu.l.i.on is mvinang fore 12 o'slook.
One combat team of the 30 vision is moving through the 24
Battalion, 16th Infantry and is moving down to MALMEDY, Have
nqunttd Corps for release of the 26th Infantry to us since we
are in this sector. Last plan was that the rest of the -'.':Om
Division would go on down to bring them to the right of us."

The 1st Reconnaissance Tm& reported at 2145A that
thelr command post was at 814147 od Platoon was at 802116~
8031623 the lst Platoon was at soamam; the 24 Platoon was at
814147-100085 and the mog was patrolling from the command post
to 802116, At 2200A, the Ililtlnt ﬂhiof of Btaff, G-4, at the

e D
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Rear Yivision Command post in the vicinity of HAJSET, told the -

Agsistant “hief of Staff, G-3, at the forward Pivision

gnnt in the viecinity of SOURBRODT, GELGIUM, that ¢he lst
ombat Battalion had not been able to move yet; only one battalion
of the 16th Infantry had cleared at 1900A and they were bu.ag
strafed by German planes; the 30th Infantry Division was mo

on the road,

Y Oorps told the Pivision at 22054 that they had told
the 18th Infantry that enemy forces estimated as high as 500 were
dug-in at K-8116 and these forces would be mopped by the .
Division, The 33d “ield Artillery Battalion was told that the
5th Field Aptillery movement was slowed up ue to enemy strafing
and the battalion was not to be upuatod in }nm X: late
tonight or early tomorrow mminﬂ he 53d *ield ery
Battallon replied, %The 24 Battalion, 26th Infantry is patrolling
aggresslvely; now hold valuable ground. We are firing on stuff
moving along 965991 to 925986 to 904993; estimated as much as
& division. Fould like to know how soon we can get assistance
:‘Lom tho_ S5th "1eld Aptillery Battalion, as Corps is pretty well
d upe. "

At 2303%, the 18th Infantry told the Pivision, "Request
clarification of orders. Have received orders fron Corps to make
& reconnaissance in ke morning in the area grid 8116 in which
500 enemy paratroopers are reported to be gm%; reconn&aissance
in force from our pl‘ﬂﬂﬂ;&pliﬁl?ﬁ south \of E » At the same
time, a battalion from She 16th Infantry (8213) is to send & force
to the north to make a ?mnﬁumu in force. After that has
been accomplished, the 16th Infantry is to destroy the enemy, We
haven't recelved orders from your headquarters.,"

By 2344A, the “ivision had told the 18th Infantry,
"On the coprdination tomorrow, sugzest you send the unit forward
with radio eommunication; report their progress to me. I'll
in turn get the 16th Infantry to get them to report to me. Best
way to it in. Wiping them out with artillery will come through
later. Use direct fire. We hope we ean get you people down
here; have ameﬁinghm a gounter-attack force., ¥ tanks
will be on the way the first thing in the morning." 18th
Iniimt tola th}.I Pivision mg &: would have ﬂn;h 3d Bl.ttnl%on
notify “ivision Headquarters o Pro 88. € regimen
also sald that they had sent a liaison otg.“ r to Combat Command
"R" and to the 47th Infantry; the whole of bat Team 47 had
p“:&dtthroum their last battalion and had detrucked four miles
eagtv a .

O« OPERATION
a, e 1944

At 0025A, the 18th Infantry told the Division that
they would like to make the 17 line their objective while the 16th
Infantry would have the 16 line; the regiment was sending 2 reine
forced company supported by the Cannon mpany. The 16th Infantry

G

..0&,? S


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

was reported as sending north a reinforced platoon. At 0030A, the
16th Infantry reported that the lst Battalion and the 34 Battalion,
less destroyers and three anti-tank guns, had closed in the
area, e 2d Battalion, 16th Infantry was reported as having
closed in its area at 0 « The 16th Infantry reported at 0O450A
that elements of the 30th Infantry Division commenced to pass
through fiem at 01303

At 05454, the 16th Infantry told the Pivision, "Motor-

%zad patrol returned from MALMEDY and reported that the 291st

ngineer Battalion and the 99th Infan Battalion are in there.
Ynemy 1z two miles east of the town. “lements of the 30th Infantry
Pivision are on the way there now passing through the 24

Butm&.ton. 16th Infantry." e 26th Infantry stated at 0640A

that Yompany "E" had a sh with an enemy patrol west

and & little north of the regimental position,

At 0807A, “ivision Artidlery reported tha,f the
7th Fiela “rtillery Battalion closed in at OBOOA.  Ihe 18th
Infantry reported at 0 that their task force Jjumped off at
0735A and they were walking and moving slowly. It reached the
20 grid line at 08. and cgntacted no anems. B{ 0840A, the
16th Infantry had told the ivision, "The 34 Battalion will
cover area which generally extends the stream that comes
from the lake over the north of WEYWERT they are cutting
all roads there; will take place in mo . one oo

in ROBERT with the miss mgﬁ bridge and be
eserve. e 1st w X1 gﬂun!lr around BUSBACH;
e 2d Battalion is in allaround defense of the RJ,"

‘he 26th Infantry reported at 1100 that the threat
wag 8till in the north and gr?:ut and they were firing in the
woods at tanks at 923013, e Division told the 26th In antry
that the{hhad the haektngoof twd tank Egntroy r battalions which
were south of CAMP ELSENBORN., A¢ 12354, the *ivision told Y Corps,
“The 34 Battalion, 16th Infantry went in to WEYWERTZ and found
ack-ack installations; went south to the road in a Jjeep and then
went west., WEIMES found and re-captured the 47th Evacuation
Hospital., We are ordeming personnel out of that hospital and will
try to reorganize that ground." |

o W

The 1lst *ngineer ombat Battalion was told at 12584
to move one company edlately to the town of WEIMES and cover
an all around defense there., - hntulim“ui also told to tie
in with the 16th Infantry by radio and the ivision wanted to
evacuate the 47th Ivugtim and “leld Hospital and other American
installations. By 1415%, the 18th Inrmm'{rhm told the Division
that they were Ebi.ng to be relieved of their mission tonight and
part of 34 Armored Pivision was coming in at midnight to
relieve them,

At 1426A, the 168th Infan reported that the 24 Battalion
patrols had coveree the area to the 16 grid line and over as far
ag the 84 grid line and returned, finding nothing except one

e
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unopened equipment box which conjained ma e gun barrelgsand
spare parts. e Division told division Artillery at 15002 that
Company "A", 745th Tank Battaliofl went direct to the 16th Infantry

at 1200A; Company "B" would leave this afternoon; “ompany "0" left
at 1300A and the balance would move out this afternoon.

By 1815A, the 16th Infantry had reported that the
following towns were clear of enemy: WEYWERTZ, BUTGENBACH, WEIMES,
Road, G!-LEHPAG-HE, BRUYERES, WALK, LONGFAYE, and XHOFFRAIX: one
platoon of Belgians was in XHOFFRAIX and £ sections of Belgians
were in LONGFAYE, ¥y 180BA, a patrol from the 16t} Infantry reported
the town of CHODES was eclearj the 120th Infantry was putting troops
on the high ground south of CHODES.

Task Forece Davisson, consisting of Headquarters, Medical
Detachment and Reconnaissance Company, 4th Tank Destroyer
Battalion (Self-propelled), the lst Reconnaissance Troop, Company
"D" (Light ta.nkﬁ, 745th Tank Battalion, and the Assault %un
Platoon, 745th Tank Bagttalion, hadE:un ordered to secure the
town of WEIMES, Gompnn; "B", 1lst “ngineer Combat Battalion,
and one plato,?n 705rd Tank Destroyer Battalion supported the
task force. 8 wag accomplished by 1700A; no personnel was
found in either evacuation hospital, but much wvaluable equipment
was found in the hospital,

The 16th Infan
of the 47th Evacuation

at 1800A that the personnel

Heo \(and 'Gompany "D th Medieal
Battalion (Collecting t 1807A

mpany) were evacuated. » V Corps
notified the Pivision hy o that the 26th Infantry was de ed
from the 99th Infantry Division and attached to the lst US Infantry

Division at 181400A, At 18304, the 26th Infantry reported that
Company "L" had contacted elements of the 23rd Infantry and the
9th Infantry who were holding 200 yards north of BERG on our left}
the Germans were using the town of BULLINGEN and the regiment was
about 600 yards from there, The 26th Infantry also reported that
they ?adt‘om@t some paratroopers who were acting as guides and
were los

m V Corps told the Pivision at 1840A that the 18th Inrmtri
would continue the mission of mopping the enemy paratroopers. At
1850A, the “ivision received Letter of Instructions, Headquarters
V Corps, dated 172200A, This ordos stated that Aif &h- situation
would permit, the 1lst US Infantry “ivision (less Combat Team 18)
would attack in the direction of FAYMONVILLE in coordination with
the attack of the 30th Infantry Division which was ordered to move
on Corps order to MALMEDY on 18 December.

By 1945A, the 18th Infantry had reported to the Division
that they had contagted a of eight eneny paratroopers and
went as far as 8416-8417, ding nothing, e Division told the
regiment that V Corps ted the whole woods" swept for iene -
paratroopers. A¢ 23510%, the 26th Infantry stated that & patrol
went into BU%INGEH and saw about 100 American soldiers who were
prisoners, e ng.‘mmt sald that the patrol had “"observed about
1000 enemy foot soldiers in the town and the patrol had to beat it."

report
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Division Artillery reported that the 406th ¥ield Artillery

Group, consisting of the 94lst Field Artillery “Battalion (4.B-inch
gun), the 955th *ield Artillery Battalion (165-mm tzer), and
one battery of the 272nd “ield Ar Battalion (8-inch
Howitzer), was in direct support of the lst US Infantry Division.
The 32nd i‘:l.eld A,uu.ﬁl&mnon closed in new positions in the
vieinity of 78307 at 17 » Headquarters and Headquarters

Battery, Division thuiiry alo’od in the new position in

SOURBRODT at 171915". e 7th “ield Artillery Battalion slosed ¥
in new positions in the vicinity of SOURBRODT at 1806ppA. The 5th Yiela
A tillag Buttalioxn closed oa the new apea in the viecinity of -
SOURBROIT at 0800%, Ag 1200%, the 5th "ield Artillery Battalion
gla.ud haragsing fire on the road southeast of BULLINGEN, By
400A, the 7th "i1eld Arti Battalion was tﬁﬁ‘hﬂd in the
riumity of 9402 by a 334 “ield Aptillery Ba on observer,

It was also reported that the 33a ¥ield Aptillery
Battalion reverted tp Division Artillery control at 1358,  From
171400A to 181400A, “ivision A"'tillery fired 26 missions; of these,
15 were gn interdictions, 2 on vehicles, 5 on tanks and 4 on
personnel,

ek Force Davisson reported that they had established
81x road blocks on the eaft, south, and west of WEIMES, The
703rd, Tark Destroyer M-368) was attached to the lst US Infantwy
Division as of 171300A,

(1) “*he si at the cloge ¢f' 18 December is shown
%n E};Indix B = m‘ﬁiﬂaf mri. g—.’ﬁl December 1544.
ne Ve | “

be 19 Bﬂmm Qﬁ

3 0300A, the 26the Infantry Nggrted that the 24

Battalion wasg ﬂuiﬂg&m attack at 932013; the enemy was detrucking

at the town of BULLINGEN; our artille 8 firing on the attack and
e situation wag well in hand. At O s the 16th Infen told the
ivigion that a Company "K" patrol had contacted the 634th

Destroyer Battalion and Company "I" had contacted Company "K*, The

26th Infantry said at O700A, " 612th Battallion that we had

attached to us is now attached to the 24 Infantry Div and at the

present tinme 18 moving, ¢ light tanks that have been attached

to us remain (Yompany D", 741st Tank Battalion), and are being

put in pnﬂiﬁun-'

| V Corps told the Pivision at 0800A , "Want to
you notice to be directed to move the 15th Infantry to
COLTER-HERBERG area to block and to block south of there in the
Forest area. Pirectly south from HOFEN are some woods, block that
off, Information of a heavy armored column moving on the road and
southwest of there., 18th Infantry will stay where they are until
further notice; we are keeping them in hand, but they will reverst
to your control at 0900A,"

-0
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Ag 1000A, V Corps said, "The 18th Infantry is being
relieved and is going to clear out the parachute area. Will revert
to you after they are through.," At 1 s the “ivision received
Letter of Instructions arters V Corps, dated 182000A, Thisg
order stated that the ist US Infantry Division would defend along
the general line (See Overlay); the boundary between the lst US and
2d Infan visions would be effective inne@iately; the lst US
fentry Olvision would maintain contaet thﬁ 2d Infantry
vigion the left and tha S0th Infantry “ivision on the Right,
The order algo stated that “Yombat “ommand "A", 34 Amored P4vision,
in Corps reserve, would relieve the lgﬁl Infantry of the defense of
the town of EUPEN during daylight 19 Pecember and would be prepared
to counter-attack to the southeast astride the EUPEN-MONSGHAD
road or to the south astride the EUPEN-MALMEDY road in the event
of an enemy penetration of the lines.

. -

: *he order stated that Combat Team 18, upon relief by
Vombat “ommand "A', 34 Armored Di*riuon, was peleased from Corps
reserve and reverted fo the lst US., Infantry “ivieion in tg::m; the
movement to mcut US Infantry Divisbon would be under |
control of the “ommanding General, lst US Infantry Yivision. “ombat
Teem 18 would elean up enemy parachusists in the vicinity of 8318
enroute to the “ivision area &nd would be prepared to assemble

in the event of an emergency and move repidly to the Division

area; the operation would be completed as quickly as possible.

Letter of Zm stions, Headquarters V Corps, dated
190100%, was also reas: This order stated that V 6orpn would
readjust its line and

hold a defensive position enumalmg the
line MONSCHAU~ELSENBORN-BUTGENBACH-FAYMONVILLE. DY; also
&t would gloau the gap between V and VIII Corps MALMEDY to REIGHT.
he 1st U® Infantry Division would out the first part of the
misslon of V Corps in accordance with Letter of Instructions,
dated 182000A Decemher 1944,

m This order further stated that the lst U° Infantry
“ivision would initiate the operation of Combat Team 18 to ulear
parachutists from the high ground south of EUPEN not later than
180830A December, Combat Command "A®, 34 Apmored Division would
complete the relief of the 18th Infan in position in the vieinity
of EUPEN by 191000A December.

At 1050A, the 745th Tank Battalion was told that the
16th Infantry would move forward with one battalion and Task Force
Davisson was bﬁing attached to the 16th Infantry for coordination.
By 1100A, the “ivision had received the foll mes fron
Task Yorge Davissont "This situation here g up slowlyl This
TFD not strong enough to stop either ltrogg infantry attack or small
fank attack. Yontact this mopning at 10008 with 5 infantry and
Iwo armored cars at 852026, “nemy tanks, type unknown, at hill.
Hospital personnel evacuated.- Need five 2% ton to remove_equipnment.,
Enemy tank, Mark V or VI, headed into tom." At 1108 A, Pivigion
told the 16th Infantry that a message had been received from Task
Forge Davisson saying that they might have to withdraw. The 18th
- Infantry replied, "Tell them to stay there as we are coming with
reinforgements.

-7-
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26th .n gtated at 11554, "Things have eted
down mmﬁ:rlh . mM?ﬁ m the south and eas road,
came out of BU GENs The other from the south moad they believe
wes the main attack." Shortly after No » the lst Reconnaigsance
Troop with Task Force Davisson Told the “ivision that the 34 Platoon
had one ammored car kpocked out. At 1345, the 168th Infantry
reported, "Moved up AT guns and M-10s of the 2d Pattalion; going
into position now, Cémpany 'B' will be on the move in fifteen
minutes. The 3d Battalion expects to move out at 1500A, Contact
with the 26th Infantry and g0t & boundary set-up, Our CP is going

Operations Ingtrmuctions Number ol, Headquarters lst US
Infantry Pivigion, dated 191 was lissued to all units at 14064,
This order stated that the lst us Infantry Division would occup
and defend a defensive position along the high und from m-:mis
due east to the right flank of the 24 I fantry Division. (See
Appendix B - Tactical Orders, December 44).

Ag 1448A, the 16th Infan reported that they had
contacted the 120th Infantry and the 26th Infantry and were tied
» the lst Reconnaissance Troop sald that the 3a

conditions are being clogged up with fully loaded vehicles. The
od Battalion got in comp etely. 'E' Company is having a little
Tight on the west edge of the town. <he % Battalion 1is firing
an artiller sion m“ﬁﬁ‘%ﬁ. ! ¥@' Company 1s south of
thettown; 'HY 3 Company 1s at 875035; 'k*

ompany ls af 86403535 ‘'E* | any is at 851026 ang 'g¢ ompany is
at 843030, 'Fhe 15%#1;&11:;11 moves the first thing in the morning,

re
veloped film and three Amnrioaﬁijiapl by 182000A, At 2010", the lst
Reconnaissance Troop told the
s&me as last night as to patrols and outposts with an additional
utpost at 838044 which is a contact point with the 120th Inrantr’.
ord Platoon is in position ang is contacting rranndly troops.
At 2035A, the Pivision told the 16th Infantry that “

The 18th Infantry reported at 2136A, "The 24 Battalion
18 on their objective and the 18t Battalion is on their ob jective}
the 34 Sattalion has two oo?a.n:l.u on their objective. Had every-
body rush Before dark. k! Juiped. into paratroopers dug
in; that foree runs in a lmam from 821195 over to and
ineluding 830200. Have 'K' “ompany oon them tonight. Haye
to mnintai.n contact during the night, Will plan to move at 1000A

v %grpa told the ivision at 2256A, "“Ope Umpl:ir of
mov

the 703ra is e in the murnin%; that 1s confirmed. Alert the
one company that is not committed to teke a ren platoon and their

e
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ammo truck with them. Will let you know the time." Ag¢ 2300A,

the Yiviglion told the 703rd *ank Destroyer Battalion to alert

gompany "B" to move tomorroy morning with the 82nd Airborne Division.
e 26th Infantry told the “Avision that “ompany "B" was tied in

hysically along the rgilroad and by sound-power telephone with the

At 2330A, the 16th Infantry reported, "The situation

from FAYMONVILLE, Apout 50 Inmrq' up there; rushed in the house
» at BELLAIRT in graipe of 8 to 10, 'I' Company positions are back}

'I* Company right flank is the house at LAIRE, then to 879039,

Been killing a lot of enemy up there, ey moved in since we came

up. We have people in the house and *F' and "K' Companies are

tied in at the Junction at 858037, 'K' ig Jjust no of the

road over to the next gtion at 867, 'I' Company is in

the coordinate 879, 'F' Company right flank is 852033, have

road blocks there. 'E' Company on of stream at 850026

and comes across the main road out, right flank at 840027, Have

contact with *C' Company, 12pth Infantry and have joint outposts.”

The 18th Infantry reported at 2340A that Company
"1" was in poektlon astride the EUPEN-MALMEDY rofd on H.Bpmnmntoly
the 18 grids “ivision Aprtillery reported that the 406 *ield
086

Aptillery Group was relieved fronm a t support mission to the
1t US Infantry Pivision and # 5th xﬁi rtillery Battalion
wes in direct por the E )\ ry "B%, 200th Field
Artillery Battalion (. ‘gun) was attached to the lst US
Infentry Pivision Aptillery,

It was also reported that at 04304 this mming,
one battalion of the 24 Infantry Battalions in a TOT shoot on
HONSFELD whieh wag reported as an enemy asgssembly area, At
dayobreak, plans were made for a series of similar shoots which
were indicated as probable targets from prisoner of war and
observer reports. Included smong these were the towns of
MODERSCHEID, HONSFELD, and BULLINGEN, and the roads connecting
%ﬁﬂ. ugﬁlmmm::{ﬁn was mn:ing tomt:d thaprnt. The 32nd
e ery jon bgnn mﬂr vision sector
at 1515%, From 181400 %o 16002. ﬁslormrtultry and su-
pporting units fired 102 missions; of thege, 16 were on

enemy personnel, 10 on tanks, 13 on vehicles, 20 interdictions,
5 registrations, 354 harassing, and 4 mescellaneous.

(1) The situation 2t the close of 19 Pecember is
shown in Appendix E - Dally Situation Overlays, 18-31 Pecember
1944, Inclusive,

@. 20 December 1944

At 0030A, V corps told the “ivision that Company
"B", 703a Tank Destroyer Battalion weuld mjove on the road at
08004 to go,to the 824 Ariborne “ivigion; they would meet elements
of the 82d “ir borne Division at WEBERMONT, <he Division gave

G
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,....ﬁ...;ps'"t triloeram abi

this information to khe 7033 T;&fﬁum{or Battalion,
Division Headquarters told “ivision Awtil ery at 03350 that
fan reported that they were E:tting tanks and

infantry and would like some artillery on it was getting

Division Aptillery reported that they had been
Tiring artillery for the 26th Infantry on tanks and infantry,
hut 1f they needed more, the artillery would give it to them.

At 04004, ‘ﬂio Eﬁ:h Infan Ske

on us died down a bi are no en ar ery,

retty heavy." By '.:!l!.':t!l.’SE:l -

ivision that “Yompany "pf

again on both sides of th road; the inent had requested
considerable u-nllcrﬂm vision Ap sald that the 334
Field Artillery Batta was firing there and at 930007; the
24 Infantry Division Artill wag firing haragsing fires at

the 952000 area. At 0620A, the 26th iInfantry stated that they
were comuitting a platoon of "G" and there wags a lli%t
break through on anies "E" and "F' at approximate y 945018,
west of the road. e 16th Infantry reported at 081 that they
had contact with the 120th Infantry; the 24 Battalion was
running Z2-hour patrols during the night,

At 0822A, the Division told V Corps that © y
"BY, 7034 Tank stroyer Battalion htm the 82nd “irborne
% ,

Division at 1sth-ﬁgmﬂ at 0857A, "Getting
| je e & lot of artillery last

the 5d Battalion eo
night to good effects Co Yy "K' 15 in a fire fight now; }t‘a
well in hands By night, expect to be in top notch shape., *he
lst Battalion extends over to BRUYERES, aninflﬂo 1y 'C' dowm
%o take “Yompany 'K's position. Company 'BY will take gare of
the right rln.ni.."

By 0805%, the 26th Infantry had reported that they
had moved Company "6' out afd the company was now to ?a comnl tted
whth the 24 Battalion, going in around Company ",

also stated that they had to commit the reserve platoon and they
would commit some of Company "O", At 1003A, the 18th Infan
reported, "Got those paratroo il bottled up. Re-
cap tured 23 Americans from o units, Will be cleaned out in
about another hour, Gompag{o'x' from the north, Company 'L' from
the southwest and have a oking position of the 34 Battalion

n the east so they can't pet out, Batimateq ltrorzlgﬂ-n of the
85, Starting movement of the Battalion

0 the new area &t 1000A, Be m§HMMg special units from
1000A on,"

At 1015A, Division Aptillery told ﬂlvﬁ.on Heagd-
quarters that the 134th Anti-airoraft lery
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wag attached to the Division and there was a lialson officer from
the battalion at the Division Aptillery Headquerters. The 26th
Infantry stated at 10454, "I have been hit all nlfat 2longs This

lagt company hit way up in the Company *'B' area. have every-
thing commi tted.,

Shortly after Noon, the 26th Infantry reported that
their Coupany "C" was attachee to the 2d Battalion; the situation
with Company "B" had quieted donn* the regiment had used 3-inch

fire directly on the enemy, *he 18th Infantry reported that
g:: woods were swept and they were on the twghhbintiﬂs. The
ivision gave this information to V Corps. e lst Reconnaissance
Troop reported that at 190948A a dismounted patrol from the 634th
Tank Destroyer Reconnalssance Company had moved through their
3d Platoon positions in the vicinity of WEIMES and was
pinned down by maghine gun fire; two light tanks from the
745th Tank Battalion moved through the cmailﬁnu Platoon
position to reduce the enemy machine gun nest. e light tanks
returned at about 191030A with a Mark V on their heels. The
dd Platoon engaged the enemy tank; one M-8 was knocked out,
but four bazooka hits were made and the tank withdrew, apparently
with a disabled turret.

At 1235A, the 16th Infantry told the Pivision that
their 35d Battallon had everything under gontyol and they were
not worried about the report that the en was working wup

the railroad; Company "C" was, sta \ they were and
Company "A" wag g e w2 l‘h%f. Agoording to the
18th Infantry at 13 e sweep of tThe woods this morning

they had killed thre d wounded flve enemy; V Corps was given
this information. Ag¢ 13364, the 18th Infantry wes told that the
battalion in this area was thgTattaahti to the 26th Infantry,
ag they anticipated an attack. he 26th Infantry was told, "

2d Battalion, 18%h Infantry is being attached to you to take
over the sector where Companies 'A' and 'B' are.,"

The Division told the 18th Infantry at 1345A, "You
people are released to us, but you will have to keep a small
foree ready to move if something comes up - & force no b
than a company." At mid-afternoon, the 26th Infantry told the
Division that they had patrol contact with the 38th Infantry
at 949940, At 1635A Division told V Corps that the lst
and 24 Battalions, 18th Infantry were in and the 3d Battalion,
18th Infantry was on the way, 1718A, the l6th Infantry had
reported that an en attack which had started at approximately
1625A was stopped. e regiment said, "If a tank comes out, we
can hit it with the 57s and the anti-tank guns we have up there,
We contacted the lst Battalion, 120th Infantry around CHIVRIIONT:
made physical contact, gbout 460 yards."

At 1750%, the Division said to the 2d Infantry
Division, "Save your right flank at 931047 and it mokes a big

L1l
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P Bugcest you work something forward and keep it out there.

e 26th Infantry reported they have patrols to 944042 and no
enemy was thre, Make stream Junction 2 ¢ontass point for the
26th and your patrols; it's right on the boundary." The 24
Infantry glﬂsm agreed to this arrangement.

The 24 Infantry Yivision s2id to the Diviviston at
1903A that they had a strong patrol out tomht and tomorrow
would have a strong platoon to Hill 945, Division gave
this information to the 26th Infantry . A% 1915A, the 18th
Infantry reported, "We closed as of 1800A, We are now in our
erea, the lst Battalion at 861095, the 34 Battalion at OVIFAT,"
The 18th Infantry, less the 24 Battalion, was in Division reserve,
At 20424, the Pivision zgked the three infentry regiments if they
had the pergonnel to fire 4.2 inch mortars, should they come to the
Division. *he 26th Infantry stated that they had enough men to fire
12 such morters; the 18th Infantry stated they had the personnel to
man 12 mortars and the 16th Infantry stated that they could use 8
of thesge mortars.,

At 2100A, the 634th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Self-
Bropelled! wag tokd thet the Division was pulling Tagk Force
Davisson out of WEIMES tomorrow morning. The tank destroyer
battalion was told that the Division wanted the task force to
agsemble north of WEYWERTZ on the north side of the stream, By
2249A, the 18th Infantry hed reported. the 34 Battalion had sent
& ratrol to guard theg@em, AL -B8SOVS, 'as ordered.

At 2308A, "$he Division told the 16th, 18th, and 26th
Infantry Regiments, "Got Word from Corps that weems to be hot, That
this forece hitting MONSCHAU is 8lipping south and has the mission
of eliminating this shoulder, driving north." The platoon of the 34
Battalion, 18th Infantry was reported in position at the dam at
845073.

Yivision Artillery reported that at 0135A this morning,
the 334 Field Artillery Battalion reported an attack b enemy
infantry supported by tanks wes coming in on the 26th fantry from
the vicinity of 936007. By 0200A, it was reported that two tenks
and some machine guns had knocked gut by our artillery and
bazooka fire, The 5th, 33d, and 955th *iela Artillery Battalions,
and one battery of the 414th Anti-aireraft Battalion had been placed
on this attack with excellent results. At the request of the 534
Fiela Artillery Battalion, additional fire fromtthe 5th Fiela
Artillery Battalion was placed on enemy infantry on the road in
the viscinity of 930007 at 0342A, e 2d Infantry Divis Artillery
put some heavy fire on the town of BULLINGEN at 05004, e attack l
flared up again shortly after 0600A in the same area. The 5th,
63d, and 955th Field Artillery Battzlions ggve the enemy an¢ther
thorough going over, while the 24 Infentry 1;‘#11&:1 Artillery
plaged over 300 rounds in the town between 08 and O700A, The
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33d Fiela Artillery Battalim reporied that the attack had been
broken up; 7 tanks had been seen burning, 2 more were probably
destroyed, and some of the tenks which had penetrated our lines
were being taken care of by our infantry.

muai?n Artillery 21so reported that at 1515A today,
the 5th and 32nd Field Ar’ﬁiﬂory Battalions began a one-houpr
haragsing progam wlth ba?tory volleys on the towmns of LIGNEUVILLE
(806984) ana EIBTRTINGEN (£78071), 191600A to 201600A,
Division Artillery, attached and supporting units fired 169 misgions,
Of these, 36 were on personnel, 6 on enemy g8, 9 on command

pPosts and observation posts, 26 on interdietions, 21 on tanks, 7

on vehicles, 6 on machine guns and morters, 39 haressing, 5 re-
glstrations, and 1 on a counter-attack, ﬁﬂ.nion Artillery, and
attached and mppurtin% units, in effective support of the Divi-
8lon broke up one night attack, destroyed 7 enemy tanks, probably
destroyed others, and continued its preparations for artillery SUp=-
port and the defense of the Division sector. The 7034 Tank Destroy-
er Battalion, less VYompany "B" and one Reconnaissance Platoon, was
attached to Division Artillery.

(1) The situation at the close of 20 Decenber is
;huwlg in Appendix E-Daily Situcticn Overlays, 18-31 Decenber 1944,
ncluslve,

de 2

gember 19 T

At OEOOE-“B:.PQ} Qrﬁll#ry told Divizion Heac
ters, "The 24 lhttalll, 26th mﬂ

Infantry hes got a terrific
barrage which knoocked out all commuiocationsg, Radlo message
ceived at 0420A ssked for artillery fire on all defensive points,
By 0615A, the 24 Battalion, 26th Infentry had reported by radio
that everything was under control." The 26th Infentry steted &%
O810A that an enemy atteck against the 2d Battalion was continuing,

Sy O050A, the 24 Battalion, 26th Infentry was report-
ed a8 receiving a heavy enemy attack with some penetration by sev-
eral enemy tanks, but no infantry. The 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry
was stlll attached to Uombat Team 26 and Company "E", 18th Infantry
wags sald to be moving to a position in the 24 Battalion, 26th In-
fantry sector. It wos reported that Task Force Davisson left the
tom of WEIMES at a Proximately 1000A enroute to the vicinity of
WEYWERTZ; the Task Force was released from attachment to Combat
Team 16, By 1140A, the 26th Infantry had told the Division that
the penstration on Company "G" was under control and the situation
wes being restored; Compeany "E" 18th Infantry was being moved into
the vicinity of Company " » 268th Infantry.

By noon, the 28th Infantry had reported that the
enamd tanks were pulling back and the situation we.s !.m?rond. A%
12147, Division Aptillery told Division Headquarters, "Over in the
~6th sector, enemy teanks have gone into the woods at 915015; we
are hltilng the woods with 3 Battelions." By 1330A, Company "G"

el S
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18th Infantry was said to hEILmliﬁ‘fed Compen 26th Infan
and the latter was moving to HAll 598, > wm'x Company
26th Infantry. The 26th Intantry aaid t they were g::ing
tanks and infantry around the right a e eénemy

infantry weg egain reéported as a the 24 Battalion
Infantry. The Assistant ohief of Btaff. G2, told the Assistant
hur of Staff, G3, that the 25th Panzer Grénadier gimnant. 12th
88 Pivision was reported as attacking the 26th Infen

At 14235'. the 26th Infantry reported, "On this attack
of ours, 1t 1s pretty heavy and pretty well scattered one platoon
of ours, We lost 6 bazookas 57mus, 6 Bkﬂab and 2-30 Cal machine
guns. A' Company is still in the lina 'B' Vompany in reserve
position and next to be committed, Got 5 companies in that little
gector now, Algo heve 3-inch towed guns there, about 4 of them.

hree enemy J Sagiks ave tn front of e £2 Bettnlion sennand post
now." At 1 the Pivigion asked V Corps for 2 Companies of
the 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion saying, "Wa have plenty of
tanks tec cope with, Need more anti-tank guns."

The 16th Infantry told ﬁl.visinn Headquarters at
14350 that they were moving Vompany "B" to take over the Compu;io
of i paﬂitiun, orpany "F' wag relesged to the 24 Battalion to close
a8 few geps. At 14500, }:he 26th Infantry reported that they had
logt 3 Tank Dutrayarl li-10) and 2 tanks.

The 26th Infantry to.ld the D:.v !mn at 15174, "Out

of 5 tanks, knocked out 5. t one; moﬁmr tank
i.éiaéill roamlng 11‘.1 going to mnm Hi.].l 598,
am,?an on our oS8 8 now, golilng righ
‘Gt 71‘ L wut hen 'C? oa y attached, One pin-
tann of fgr © an:r wag wipad out mlatal y. 'Ef Qomaux will
probably go to {}' Conjpeny area of the 18th. E’ { of 18th
relieving 'G' Yompany; supplement 11:' md 'BY Yompany wi 1
Hill Eﬁﬂz If they m't hold it y will drop between
'B' and 'L' and take position: e za Battﬁlion will fade back
through then, Tanks and infantry hit 'G' VYompany; whole regiment
hag been in there. The enemy is taking ossualties too, seme as
we are, and losing a lot of men., We mauled two ba.ttalinna that
ge know of, Would like to get 3-inch guns tonight if possible.

he total nugher of tanks we knocked out was probebly 8, lien
vers told that they had to hold the line,"

At 1700A, the 34 Battalion, Y8th Inf-ntry was order-
ed to employ one uo?my to umﬂ ﬁ:m dam at 845072 and the road
net to the south, 18404, "I', 18th Infantry was report-
ed in position near thu dam, th Inrant » less the 24 Bat-
ulien was still in Division ruom The 24 ttalion 18th In-
rmtry wag gald to have placed 2000 mines in ﬂl of triple
congertina wire to lmprove 1ts position., *he 26th Infantry was
told at 17452 that there was a company of 4.2 inch mortars in pp=
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gition 1000 yards northeast of regimantal command post and this
gcompany could support the 26th Infantry from that position; the
Company was availaple for supporting fires, but was not attached
to the Pivision., ~his hemical liortar “ompany had been loaned to
the “ivision by the 24 Enfantry Pivision for this supporting mis-
sions 7The 26th Infantry stated that a hasty mine field consist-
ing of 1050 mines had been laid in front of Companies "E" and "F",

Division Artillery reported that at 0420A this morn-
ing, the 634th Tank Destroyer Ba.tti.l.tun (Self-Propelled) rirg,d il-
luminatiog shells through the 324 "leld Art}llory Battalion fire
Direction Center at the request of -the 334 “ield Artillery Batta-
lion; the area to be ted m&at 940012, west of BULLINGEN,
At 0850A, the 2d Infantry “ivision “rtillery began intardiatinf the
area west of BULLINGEN, at our request, in support of the 354 “leld
Ayrtillery Battalion who had reported enemy activity in the vieinity
of 925015, The 33d and 955th Field Artillery Sattalions were al-
ready firing in that area.

Since it ap d that a counter-attack was forming,
the 5gh, 7th, and 32d field Artillery Battalions were also given
migsions to reinforce the fires of the 33d Field Artillery Batta-
lion. Not long afterward, 4 battalions of the 2d Infantry “ivision
Artillery were brought in to supplement this fire. At 0934A, the
334 “4eld Artillery Battalion reported enemy, tanks and infantry
were attempting a break through at 225018. hro was shifted to this
point, but considerable fire was also brough® to bear upon the entire
regimental front. Ag wl 10 mediunm guns of the 99th Infantry Di-

vision Artillery were placed at our disposal.

Division Artillery also stated that by 1100A 5 enemy r
tanks were burning in front of the 26th Infantry EOIit!.unl. Battery
"B" " 200th Field Artillery Battalion and Battery "C", 134th “nti-
aircraft Battalion were given haragsing fire mlssions during the
aftepnoon covering the road net work and the towns deep in front of
the “ivision sector. Yhen the urgency of the situation had subsided,
at about 1300A, all battalions were given harassing and interdiction
missions in the general area from which the enemy offensive had been
launched. “ir observation was limited to 500 yards in the morning
and was practiecally nil in the afternoon,

It wag also reported that from 201600A to 211600A, Div
ision Artillery, attached and supporting units fired 291 m.{uiom
with the 5th Field A_tillery Battalion firing 40 missions, the 7th
firing 59, the 324 flring 73, the 334 firing 51, 955th firing
44, Battery "B" of the 200th firing 8, the 1l34th “nti-aireraft Gun
Battalion firing 10, and the 634th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Self-
Propelled) firing 6 missions. Of the total missions fired, 3 were
on enemy guns, 44 on enemy personnel, 18 on vehicles, 48 on tanks,
17 on counter-attacks, 56 interdictions, 2 on observation posts and
command posts, 85 haragsing, 6 illuminating, and 14 mkscellaneous.

The lst Engineer Combat Battalion reported that .ont
squad of Company "A" removed demolition Sharges from the bridge at
- K-856067; one squad was on guard at the bridge to replace the de-
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molitons if necessary. One platoon of %mpan{ "C" laid a hasty
mine field in the vicinity of 928017 to®©39021; the fleld was to
be extended tonight. Reconnaissance was méde of the bridge at K-
912052 and the road over the dam at K-918049 and plans were made to

destroy them if necessary. One platoon of Company "B" strengthened
the bridge at 854090, making it a Class 12 from a Class 3.

Agoording to the 634th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Self-
Propelied) the lst Platoon, Company "A" fired at about 30 enemy in
2 house from 1ts position at 895037; those not killed were taken
prisoner by the infantry. The 24 Platoon, Company "A" knocked out
two tanks of unknown type from their positions at 926023,

(1) ﬁu gimtion at the close of 21 December is shown
in Appendix E-Daitly ”ituation Overlays, 18-31 December 1944, Inclusive

3. 22 December 1944,

At 0023A, the 16th Infantry reported, "'K' Company
patrol went to 870003 and found ey activity at the n;{t high ground.,
Found several dead on the way to that point. At 2355, four enemy
came up on the rallroad track and were readily disposed of - four
dead Jerries. An 'L' Company patrol to the river in front of their
position was accomplished, but no enemy found. This patrol saw a
light in the woods south of the stream and when they returned a mor-
tar concentration was placed on the position. #n 'L' Company patrol
went to 888033 and observed sentries in front of the house where we
had a skirnish during the-day.  They will be taken care of,"

At 0712A, the 26th Infantry "pnr“h "Enemy is mill-
ing around 'K' Company; tanks and infantry." e division gave this

information to V 8. +~ivision Artillery told P4 vision Headquar-
;3::51;1; 07304 that they had fired oh the tanks and infantry at
Ze

At 0830A, Division Artillery told “ivision Headquar-
ters, "Things are quiet now. Zhere was light pressure on the 24
Battalion, 26th starting about 0530%, *he 334 FA fired and the
pressure faded. About one hour later, tanks and infantry were heard
on the roads - that died off. fhen at O730A, some more pressure
between the two Bu.tntl. from the 24 Battalion, 920015 to 915023, We
fired on that. ot targets in the open; then that died down. Only
doing hs.ranj.nﬁ fire right now. We have been firing observed fire
for some time," At O850A, the Y3 vision told the 24 Infantry Pivision
that the 26th Infantry did not adjust their position as planned,
This plan was to withdraw forward elements to the high ground slightly
mtmlon of the present forward positions to have better forward obser-
va .

The 26th Infantry reported at 0900A, "Just got infil-
tration and fighting men around 0P, Ag far as I know, are fighting
in the town." Task Forse Davisson was alerted at O910A to move as
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SEORET

fagt as possible to Bummbauu when 'ordered to move. The task force
wag told enemy was in the town where the 26th Infantry was and the
tagk force would move in if the regiment could not handle the situa-
tion, A% 0940»\ the 26th Infantry told the Division, "Left platoon
of 'K' Company in plage intact. Ve are doing some firing between
the rnllnwj.ng pamtu 910035 and 916035, by t‘.ho oreek. Enemy down
there -~ got through our lines. +here m ahnut four to six tanks
ghdr we can see two tmklbo d dowmn. We are readjusting with 50~
mm; others under artillery fire. Some enemy around 24 Battalion,
18th Infantry mortar positions at 909039 and some enemy in bulldings
around there., We are bringing 'B' Gampany back into the town area
to use in case we have to sl.an it out,"

The Pivision told the 26th Infantry, "Gave the 18th
Infentry a sector running through your 'A' Cofipany. “iving you a
reserve and the 18th Infantry that sector. Germans want this road,
as it runs through WEIMES to MALMEDY, and if we pull back, we will
be giving it to them. Have to hold., Strengthen your right and keep
a reserve on the high ground." V Corps was lven the information
about the tank and infantry penetration on "A" and "K" Companies,
26th Infantry.

At 1113A, T,sk Force Davisson was told that their mis-
sion was to cover thn area at CVIFAT, protect to the southwest, main-
tain contact with the 120th Infantry, prevent enemy mrnmnon from
that flank, and ocover the dam,. mhﬁ 181:11 infantry stated at 1120A

that the ad Battalion would ision reserve. Shortly after
S resent plan., To move ‘Iiho 1st

noon, the 26th In :

Battalion to ﬂ? 1l possible ud under 1l8th Infantry
control. Will attack southeast} nnors %m:u held by Companies
'A' and 'C' and tie in with you. CG mtl the force you have, the
3d Battalion, fo get back on the other switch politionl as q.\i

&8s possible. "he 18th Infantry will tie in with you on the thi.ng.
Holding up on the other plan until the situation gets restored."

*he Division told V Corps, "26th PGR of the 12th 85
Division closed right in on us. Bctneﬁncompmiu 'A' and 'k', 26th
Infan is a ga. of about 800 gotten thmu%to
BUTGENBACH, ; 'B!, 26th Infantry 1: moving now from BUTGENBACH
down to Gnn?mq TA 251;1:1 Infantry and is attacking due east %o olou
that ga he lst Bnttn.llon. 18th Infantry is moving (down to WEY-
m'rz n.nd will attack southeast to push that back and recapture the
positions Companies 'A' and ‘K h-ld. Attack ltartue about 0830 to
0900, Got ta.nka through. Two tanks knocked out,"

At 12257, the 18th Infantry was told, "As far as the
other plan is oonumod 1t won't hurt us to move the 24 Battalion.
If something happans and if the situation doesn't clarify with Com-
pany 'B', you can use the Battalion. Let the lst Battalion go down
prepared to attack and if the situation doesn't clarify, go a.hcnd
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Egtﬁi&l
5 :

and attack. Ve want to mn:lr.ﬁ sure m- is under your control. 4*he
fire in the town had died down and we know thé town hasn't been taken."

At 124BA, the Pivision told the 24 Inrantri Division
that there was & gap of 800 yards between Companies "A" ana "K", 26th
Infantry., Task Forece Davisson was told at 1247A %o move out on the
new migsion &s soon as the first company of the 18th Infantry arrived
in WEYWERTZ. At 1301A, the 26th Infantry told the Pivision, "Situa-
tion now looks all rigﬁt. It 18 quiet down there. ese people are
definitely in there and holding the ground they have. With Company
‘B! going down, I think everything could be cleared up all right.
Gmm%zd tanks KO'd in front of the 24 Battalion. X0'd 2 more

this morning."

By 1320A, the Division liaison officer to the 24 In-
fantry P4vision had reported that Company "G", 38th Infantry was move
ing to the north edge of the lake, as soon as they get orgnlud to
have a field of fire in the southwest direction covering the nor
end of BUTGENBACH, The 18th Infantry told the “ivision, "CO's sug-
gestion is that we have our lst Battalion move into positions in rear
of Companies 'A' and 'K', 26th Infantry with the idea of eventually
moving up and taking them over and raloamithc battalion of the
26th Infantry, to include T road net south of the town and where
the 24 Batta.lion is now, t would release the 26th Infantry and

would put fresh troops in that threatened area,"

At 1400A, the “ivision told the 26th Infantry that the
i W

18th Infantry was he 4on in the place where the
26th Infantry was hay 1 & and the “ivision wanted a boundary
between the 26th Infantry and the 18th Infantry; the road down to
BUTGENBACH, inclusive to the 26th Infantry, was suggegted. The 26th
Infantry replied, "That boundary will be &.'I.l right. e eneny Jjust
started up this area with & mixed columm. Our artillery is doing a
Job on them now. Tanks, infantry, artillery, and AA are in the col-
umne We 8 till have this gap. Have three strong points which seal
the gap so there is no place they can,pull throughl OJompany 'B' is
counter-attacking nowe <f Company 'B° can restore the ground, they
will be relieved., If not, the lst Battalion, 18th Infantry wi].:l.
counter-attack.,"

Operations Insture 8 Number 32, dated 221500A, was
issued %o all units at 1500A, *his order stated thet the 18th Ine-
fentry would oacgy and defend the designated sector, relieving el-
enents of the 26th Infan now in that sector. ommand of this
sector was to pass to the 18th Infantry on mutual agreement between
the Commanding Officer, 26th Infantry, and the Commanding Officer,
18th Infantry. e 5d Bettallion, 18th Infantry was to remain in pre-
sent E:sitionu &8 Division reserve. he order further stated that the
26th Infantry would organizea new zone of defense and be prepared to
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ocoypy a defensive position on the Main Line of Resistance on orders
of “ivision Headquarters; the 26th Infantry would release C

"E¥, 18th Infantry to the 18th Infantry as soon as practicable. (See
Appendix B = Tactical Orders, December 1044).

*he 26th Infantry reported at 1615A, "Our '5B! Vompany

has not made much proF'ul - they don't hold either gf the RJs. Will
tie in with Company 'A' wherever they are at dayi, 1st Battalion,
18th Infantry cannot attack today. Will take up a poegition from that
area over to the main road to the ecst rouﬁhly along the creek, ty-
ing in at the CRg at the main road," sk Yorce Davisson was report-
ed at 1700A as having closed in at 1800™ in the vicinity of WALK at
839063,

The 18th Infantry told “ivision Headquarters at 1825A,
B'B' Company 1s now at 9150-54' gcenter of goose-egg. 'C' Company
should be in at 098033 and 'A' CoSpany is in reserve on the south
slde of the town at 912039, If the Germans do not attack in the
morning, we will, and we will a.ttmﬂ‘l; to get the best g{;ound and then
will be able to pelieve Companies 'A%, 'BY, ang 'x'", The 26th Ine
fantry told the “ivision at 19 that the 18th Infantry had assumed
responsibility for the sector with "A" ang "B Gompanies, 26th Infan-
try attached,

At zlaoﬂ. the 18th Infan
panies are in. 'I!

ompany, 26th Inf:
bagk a little. 'B'- ~A@
have four rowa of min Observed a couple of flares
?1“ IouthlgtmE' : t ther in g S pm - :hum oo

on and ey ge e, an going send 8 ou .

Otherwise, will go in the
Headquarters at 203A, "Patrol went to 899016 and made no contact
with the enemy., “nother patrol 1s going out to 891023, *he first

patrol found quite a few American and enemy dead, but they were un-
able to identify them. *he second patrol will try to identify them."

At 2305A, Division Artillery stated that at aﬁm the
26th Infantry requested some Star Shells in BULLINGEN, e North
edge of the town was well illuminated and six tanks ma"’b'm%“
Artillery fired within 200 yards of that point started a fire, e
artillery also stated that the action in front of the 26th Infantry
at 946017 had decreased. <he 24 Battalion, 18th Infantry, less Com-
pany "E", reverted to the 18th Infantry; Company "EV, 18th Infantry
- was still in the 24 Battalion, 26th Infantry sector. At the close
of the day, the enemy penetration in the 26th Infantry sector was
being held to 200 yards; plans were made to reduce this penetration
tomorrow morning.

Pivision Artillery reported that at 0GOOA the 33d and
056th Fiela Arullerx Battalions were firing on enemy tanks at
922018 and 919013. At O730A, more tanks were fired upon in the

try reported, "All three con-
Ifry has reassembled and pulled
re too, “he 24 Battalion will
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viecinity of 904012 and 008, eny Mﬁut{i including tanks
wag reported by the 334 “ield Artillery Battalion at 0930A in the
vieinity of 910031, 930007, 908028 and 947017. se points, south
of BUTGENBACH and west of BULLINGEN, were all brdught under fire by
all battalions at once. Infiltration of enemy infantry at 913034
was fired on at 0950A, Numerous targets of infantry, tanks, and
other vehleles were fied on during the entire day in this manner,
All roads and draws south of BUTGENBAGH were under almost constant
fire, with the result that some 20 odd tanks were reported to have
been destroyed &n the 26th Infantry sector. The 324 and 7th Field
Aptillery Battalions fired on tanks and infantry in their re-
spective zones of action as well as in front of the 26th Infantry,.
By 12007, 1t was definitely established that Companies "A" and ol Sl
of enemy infantry were diig in at two points on a 1000 yard front
800 yards south of BUTGENBACH,

It was furhter stated by the artillery that at 13085A

the 324 and 955th “ield Artiller ttalions fired on a troop assem-
bly area in the vieinity 91‘ 095025, reported by a Prisoner, Just as
an observer from the 324 “ield Ar‘h:{llnry Battalion called for fire
on the identical fo.tnt where he had seen enemy asctivity. The 5th,
7th, and Battery "B", 2 th ¥field Artillery Battalions joined in a
T0T on SCHOPPEN at 1340, 20 minutes later, the 955th Field Artil-
lar{ABattaJ.i.on fired on vehicles parked in the same area, e 5th
Fleld Artillery ttalion was adjusted on w- g the air obe
servation post in the vicinity of 904017 at . 1630A, the 24
Inra.ntrg vislon, using four battaliong of artillery, had completed
three TOTg on BULLII LEINGEN was hit again at 17154 by the
955th Field Artillery Bag firing 2-battalion vlleys on each
of the four points in the

1t was reported that from 211600A to 221600, Pivision
Arti}lm. attached and supporting units fired 334 missions with the
Sth "leld Artillery Battalion firing 58 missions, the 7th firing 56,
the 32d firing 62, the 334 nrmma the 955th g 15%. Battery
"B' of the 200th firing 26, the 134th Anti-aircraft attalion
firing 5, and the 634th Tank Destroyer (Self-propelled) firing 3
migslons. Of the total missions fired, 77 were on tenks, 108 were
on interdictions, 48 on infantry, 13 on vehicles, 4 on command posts
and observations posts, 2 on enemy guns, 73 were haragsing, and 19
were miscellaneous.

The 1lst Engineer Combat Battalion reported that one
squad of Company "A" was gumrding the bridge at K-856067, prepared
to ?.dh?' demoli 8 if necessary. ﬂompa.ngo'h' laid a hasty mine
fie 1515 mines) in the vieinity of K-862067 to K-872038; this
mine fleld was to be extended. Company "B" laid a hasty mine field
(1760 mines) in the vicinity of K-892057 to K-895036 to K-898029;
the field was to be extended. OCom y "0" laid hasty mine fields
(2544)mines, includihg 10850 mines d on 21 December) in the
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The 634th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Self-propelled)

stated that in addition to two ensmr tank
o)

being destroyed, the 24 Platoon,

reviously reported as

8
npany “A? destroyed four tanks

and possibly two mo during 21 December; the 34 platoon destroyed
one tank during 22 Yegember; the 2d Platoon, Compeny "G" knocked
out one Mark V tank expending five rounds of 3-inch APC,

(1) *ha sltuation at the close of 22 Dcngnhor is

shown in Appendif E-Daily Situation overlays, 18.21

Inclusive,
e 25 Decenber 1944,

ecember 1944,

At OOS?A, the 18th Infantry reported, "A Company '3!
patrol went to 908028 where they spotted an enemy tank knocked out,

but the motor was running. round_of
At » the 18th Inran%'y Baidq, "

098029~917028," By 0230™, the

bazooka fire stopmed the motor,"

45 minutes, one plat-

oon of Company 'B' is to leave to ocgupy ﬁﬂlﬁ:‘:&d positions at

reported at 85601 i g
placed artillery fire'
880029-885031; also had ar ery

1e_3d
try reported that an en

vehicle had
in front of the lst Bat

reported, "Tanks
try; the 24 Battalion
Battalion repgrted tenks at

placed on them.," *he 26th Infan-

hit one of the gine fields

At 04104, v Corps told the Dirui.ﬁn that First Army
instructions were that troopeg in ldv%m of “ivision rear boundaries
g 0825hA

would mrrir gas mask at all times
reported, "W

ion 1200 mines, 24 Battalion 900 mines,
mines." Ag 095

situation between Companies "A" ang “x¢

stored and th’ hill behind them is ocou
entire 200th

Infantry Division as of 0830A,

e laid mines in front of our blt%aunmé‘thc ilst Battal- =~
» the Pivision told the 24 Infantry Division, "The

» 26th Infantry has been re-
pled by our troops." 'The

leld Artillery Battalion was attached to the lst Us

At 1000A, the following message was sent to all units}

magk at times." At 1018A, the “ivi

- "A1l tro:i; in advance of Division Eur boundaries will carry gas

sion told all units that the

nessage concerning the wearing of gas masks had been repeated as

The Division told V Corps at

between Companies "A" ang "', 26th Infantry was re

0945* that the position
stored. At 1135A,

the 16th, 18th, and 26th Infantry Regiments was told, "WE finally
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 got air, They are in the air now. Yot tllrgnt:{ going to shoot at
em; column from FAYMONVILLE to SGCHOPPEN ang 80 one %o BULLINGEN,

Page the word to your forward treops, 23 we want to know the results
of the mission."

: At 1157A, the Division rau&m the Barrier Plan,

dated 22 December, from V Corps. Ope Opy of this plan was given
to the 2ssistant "hief of Staff, G-3, one to the Agsistant Chief of
Staff, G-4, gnd one to the lat Engineer Combat Battalion for execu~
tlon in the ivision seotor. The Corps “ommender visited the “ivi.
8lon command®post at 1303A, ;

The 18th Infantry stated at 1338, "The 34 Battalion
hag olanod.rin 1ts aseenbly area as of this timo in the vicinity of
our CP." “he 7034 Tank Destroyer Battelion wes Told at 13424, "You
are golng back to your parent unlit, all except one ¢ any. Ve will

eep Company 'C*', W4ill be relieved by another unit, the 644th TD
SP)s Rellef i3 to be gun by gun. One company is coming in present-
ly and will relieve your 'A! Company. Relief is to be initiated as
Soon &s possible. *our instructions will come in from V Corps."

- The 16th Infan was told at 1445A thet the Déviaum
was losing the 7034 Tank estroyer Battalion, execept for Co
"C", including &hu Hea arttrl{, & gompany of U.l0s wag coming in
now to relleve “ompany YA" gun Y gunj the four guns were to be mo-
bile to assist the 18th Infantry in the vig ty of WEYWERTZ; there
were to be no changes positions, - 654th Tank Destroyer
Battalion (Self-propelled) wag given the information concerning the
705d Tenk Destroyer Baftalion. V Corps said at 1456 thet there was
an error in the teletyr 8 morning concerning the gae magk; the
?eu;go wag %o state that the gas magk would be ready or a ble
or lssua. -

At 1558A, the Division tola V "nm,. "Mediums, are
bombing BUTGENBACH, We have troops there.” The 334 "ield Ar-
tillery Battalion was told to have a2 “ub see what damage~ wsg don%h
on BUTGENBACH and report the details to Division Headquarters, 8
16th Infantry told the that the 2d Battalion reported enemy
movement north of ONDENVAL coming toward their positions; an estima-
ted strength of 200 en infantry and kracked vshiocles. At 15574,
the 334 Fiela Aptillery Battalion told ivision Headquarters that the
point of the mediunm bombing wag 916046, *

- At 1600A, the Divigion was tola by the lst Reconnaig-

- Bance Troop that at 221515A the troop moved !-o the dam at 845073 be-
tween WALX and OVIFAT and rell "3 ompany "4 18¢h IBranttv which

weg g\xardig the dam, Ag 17 Corps notified the ivieion that

the 6844th g-nx Destroyer Bg on would be in Corps reserve and

would stey where they were; the 7034 Tenk Destroyer Battalion would

remain unchanged,
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The 26th Infantry told Y4vision Headquarters at 17
that eight bombs were dropped, four exploded and four duds. e 18th
Infantry stated at 1930A that anti-aireraft had identified the planes
as A-20, It was reported at 20152 that Company "B", 26th Infan
had replaced Company "B", 18th Infan and could contact tBa 24 Bate
talion, 26th Infantry and the 24 Bat on, 1l8th Infantry; emgany
"E" was in the omttrilgompany e yas on the left flank, apd Uome

13;.:13‘ " !I‘?’ in battalion reserve; “ompany "K" was between “ompanies
and -

*he 16th Infantry told the “ivision at 2135A that &
patrol from Company '2" had reached STEINBACH and %o the road south
where the road goes under the rallroad, At 2245A, the 18th Infantry
reported that a patrol from Company "F" went from 904026 west along
the bank of the sgtream to the road erossing and ran into a road
block Just north of the woods; they were fired upon and went toward
SCHOPPEN meeting heavier and heavier fire until -they reached 899016
where they turned back. They reported the road block and surround-
ing area was heavily booby-trapped. The 18th Infantry was told to
have the 3d Battalion reconnolter togorrow for routes by which %o
support the 16th Infantry.

Division Aptillery reported that they hed put shoots
on & number of places during last night and today as ealled for by
the infantry and air observa o| —4h8E® 1lncluded the towns of
MODERSGCHEID, SCHOPPEN, TEINBACH, and BULLINGEN; exe
cellent results were observed partiocularly in the town of BULLINGEN.

At 11054, fire was placed on about 300 enemy infantry
and some tanks golng east at 885008; this fire continued for twenty
minutes with excellent results. The 324 air observation post plane
wag shot down by eneny £t at '« The Pivision Aptillery
alr observation post at reported allled planes with orange
markings on the wing and rudder in the Division area, A large enemy
golumn moving east was heavily interdigted at 960017 by the 5th
Field Artillery Battalioh.

.t was also reported that from 221600" to 231600A,

Division Artillery, attached and supporting units fired 45 missions
on tanks, %7 intérdietion, 65 on infantry, 47 on vehicles, 12 count~
er-battery, 56 harassing, 23 marking missions iw air targets, O
1llumanation, and 14 miscellaneous missions. e fighter-bomber
squadrons worked with the Division on close supvort missions today.
OUne_squadron at 1155 A wag released because the target was obscured.
At 1 » & squadron bombed and strafed vehicles in MODERSCHEID.

*he 1et Engineer Yombat Battalion reported that Come |
pany "A" laid a hasty mine field of 628 mines from 8335035 to 890034,
and another of 999 es from 837018 to 843016; one lquaﬁ WAE PIe-
pared to place domolitions on the bridge at K-8560687, Voupany "B"

s
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extended a hasty mine field from 858029 to 902031, laying 367 mines.
Company "C" maintained roads in the “ombat Team 26 sector and cut
logs for fortifications. 7The engineer battalion madé an examination

of the dam spillway at XK-848073.

(1) *he situation at the close of 23 December is
ghown in Appendix E - Dailly Situation rlays, 18-31 December 1944,

Inclusive,.

; December 19

At 0045*, the 16th Infantry reported, "Two enemy tanksg

and about 15 infantry came up to the RJ at 839012, Ag the eneny
approached matrgnmt, we plaged artillery, mortar and small arus
fire on them. e enemy returned the fire and withdrew a little,

but are still around." At O310A, the 18th Infantry reported that a
patrol from Company "C" hadngfo south to the odfo of the woods and
had found an nb&ndogca friendly gun position, but no personnel. *he
16th Infektry told “ivision Headquarters at 0325A that an eneny half-
track rsn into the mine field in the Company "E" sector.

The 18th Infantry reported at 0410~ that “ompmy o o
ran & patrol to SCHOPPEN; the patrol had moved 500 yards from the
company outpg;x at_89 and drew machine and self-propelled
fire, At 0756%, T sk ‘proe Dayisson wes authorized to conduct only
night patrols. At 0920 , the Yivision told the 16th, 18th, and
26th Infantry Regiments that the Pivision had no control gwer ths
planes toady and the reginents :hogld be prepared to use their iden-
tification papels, At 1048A, the “ivision received a report after
action from T sk Force Davisson, dated 23 December, At 1115A, Divi-
slon Aptillery stated that they were interdicting the roads and aneny
vehleles were well dispersed.

At 12204, the 16th and 18th Infantry Rnﬁmmu were
told, "Have one soupany of the 86th Chemical Battalion gftached to
us. You will Elt ne and the 18th Inrmtrw. ompany "A"),
Thege are 4.2s", e 16th Infantry was told at s "Turning over
two tubes of 4.28 which are going to be made availsbhle to you as
soon as they come in. Other eight guns go in the vieinity of WEY-
WEZRTZ anda ljalson parties will be there with the 18th and 16th In-
fantries, corporal squad leader will be with each of the guns."

At 1430°K, the 16th Infantry told the “ivision that
;ortsuau were dropping markers and bombs uhilurln our front lines,
he 1vinﬁun gave this information to V Corps. _*he 16th Infantry
told the “ivision that their panels were out. %She “ivision told
V Corps, "Just had a strafing Job by two _P-47s with an Me-109,
P-47g had German markings definitely." @ 16th Infantry said at
15‘0‘, "Have we any British planes working on this area? If we do,
'Gmg i:.,: British ryphom around 'I' Company. Can you deo some thing
a ; (o
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At 1850°, Pivision A tillery told Division Head~-
qugtcr:. "The 134th AAA reported around 1l300™ two P-47s and one

- P=51 strafed the road down there, Had red hub around engine cowling

m.nd on the top of 1t men; sses and underneath friendly markings.
hey were not our planes. '@ 161 the 18th Infantry had reported

that Company "M" hed knocked down & x'm-mo- by machine gun fire; the

plane was hit and gtarted to burn, landing out of the re tal

area. The 24 Infentwy Division told the lst U® Infantry Pivision

at 16254 that they were putting & unit on the hill on the left of

the 26th Infantry.

Aty 1626, the 26th Infantry reported, “Saw some addi-
tional tanks out there, g & total of 37 KO'd., Soldbuchs on
eneny dead show the 9th pany, 25th PGR, We may be _pulling a raid
in the town of BULLINGEN ton.tggt-' V Corpe told the Aivieion at
1738A, "We Just heerd from First Army that B0C enemy”’planes are
supposed to be over tonight for bombing this general area,"

Tne “4vision told T sk Force Davisson at 1740%, "NAL-

NEDY bombed thie afternoon by friendly alreraft and would like to
%-et reconnaissance from youyr unit to find out what the situation 1is.
t will be a night Hamnairzw s but 1% should be easy to find be=-

cauge 1T is al:lt.‘ 11t u
running contact patr
17524, the l6th gnr f
Company “"L" about

The 26th Infantry reported at 17554, "Enemy tenks from
030010, fnem personnel approeching from 9350 Numerous tanks
heard noving the towmn." At 1800 , all unites were told, "/ nti-
airgraft neasures against alroraft will be teken AA units only.
Individual or separ&te gung will not fire unless plane commits
mmﬁn hnl.tila 2ct. Yersonal arms will not be fired under any cire
cunsg Cé.

Task Force Davisson reported at 1903A, “"The town of
MALMEDY 48 "kxaput'. 30 killed and 20 wounded of the 120th Infantry.
Ponlt believe pensls were dllpﬂl{;ﬂ.o Town is in flemes. EKEnocked
out very few communiocations. _ ulldozers olqring the streets now.
Will pull my contact patrol paBl so they won" t have tcufo through
the town. 4i¢ has not affected defenses of the area.," Ag 1908A,
the 26th Infantry notified the “ivision that our artillery fire had
guieted the tenks aom believed %o be asssult guns) un?. the infan-
try was dlspelled, e 644th Tank Dtgtroyar Battalion (Self-p
pellee) waa told at 2000A that their “ompany "B" would be at |
to Combat Team 16. : - :

The 16th Infentry was also told that when Company "B,
844th Tank Destroyer Bgttelion would arrive, 1t would be attached

roe Davisson replied that © were
t Yompany "X" was relieving

p."
ev

AL

to themn,
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V Corps told the “ivision by teletype at 2020A that
effective 241630" December the 703d Tank Destroyer Battalion, less
Company "O" and one Reconnalssance Platoon, was relieved from attach-
ment to the lst U® Infantry Division and would assemble in the vic-
inity of SOURBRODT; further instructions would be issued later. An-
other teletype from V Corps stated that effective 2416304 December
Company "B" and one Reconnsissance Platoon, 644th Tank Deatroyer
Battellon were attached to the lst US Infantry Division. Ag 21444,
the 24 Infantry Divigion agreed to continue to loan of the 4.2 inch
mortars to the 26th Infantry for supporting missions until the sit-
nation should clear.

e« _“ivision Aptillery reported that the 639th Anti-air-
eraft A tillery Automatie Weapons Battalion was leved from attache
ment to"the lst U® Infantry Division as of 241800%, Based on meports
of ular movement FAYMONVILLE (890026), the 7th, 834, and
965th ¥ield /rtillery Battalions participated in a TOT shoot on that
tom at 2518504, Indieations of heavy movement and 2 possible threat
in front of the 30th Infantry “ivision on our right moved their DPive
ision Artillery to call on usg for assistance in pight harassings In
response to thle request, the 5th, 7th, and 32d “ield A tillery Bat-
taliong fired 500 rounds in the towns of THIRILONT (833D01), LIGNEU-
VILLE ? 7985), during the night in addition to their own normal
Tfire. unidentified type reconnaissance airocraft which wes flying
around the Pivision »wag fired upon by the 103d Anti-aireraft
Artillery Automatic i Battalion at 23231CA after authority had
been obtained from Corpe to shoot at any Cub-type of plane flying at
night; the plane caught on fire and was last seen falling in the
vicinily of the woods southwest of ELSENBORN. Heavy haras:ing fire
wag placed at 891023 at 0335A on the basis of a 24 ttalion, 18th
Infantry patrol having received considerable small arms fire and re-
gistance in that area, Patrol informstion receive d from the 168th
Infantry resulted in fire being placed on enemy personnel at 847002,

Division Artillery also told Division Headquarters that
upon basis of continued treffic going south from FAYMONVILLE, the
5th Fleld Aptillery Bsttalion placed additional Interdictory fire on
the roads in the towns of FAYMONVILLE, HEINBACH, and ONDERAL beginn-
ing at 11358, A¢ 1518A, the Pivision Aptillery air ohurwdm post
adjusted on heavy enemy traffic at 888962, brin in the 5th, 958th,
and 200th Field Battalion, LIBERTINGZN (877970) was, in-
terdicted by the 334 1? Aptillery Battalion and the 134th Antie
aireraft “un Battalion A) at 1600 , onﬁi battery at 888958 was
located and fired on by the 955th Field Artillery Battalion at 1658A
8fter which no more activity was reported, Thirty ninutes before an
infantry patrol wag cheduled to investigate the ara, & 2-battelion

JTOT was fired at 1730A,

1t was reported that from 231600A to 241600A, Division
artillery, attached and supporting units fired 246 missions. Of these,
8 were on tanks, 45 Wwere interdietion, 31 were on infantry, 37 on

~ vehioles, 21 on enemy guns, 72 were harassing, 1 wasg illumanation,

16 were registrarions, and 15 were miscellaneous,
=2 G
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The 134th “nti-aireraft Gun Battalion (A)_ calimed
they probably destroyed 3 8&nemy aireraft. The 1034 Enti-airoraft
Automatic Weapons Battalion reported that they had fired on 1
NE-109 flying at 300 feet on 241229A; the enemy aireraft was
unfugod in a dog-fight with friendly fighters and dove down to
a low 2ltitude in order to escape; the enemy plane flew over
the Division area at hia Fud and disappeared to the north.

At 2414504, the 103d Anti-“ireraft Artillery Sutomatlic Veapons
Battalion fired at one P-47 which was strafing at 300 feet;

the P-47 strafed in the viuinitg of Mﬁlo‘ making three passes
over the area., Batteries "A", "B", and "C" fired parachute
flares to warn the plane of the presence of friendly ingtalla-
tions. One water-cooled machine gun and two half-tracks opened
fire on the plane's third strafing attack. The plane bore allied
markings. :

Company "A", 86th “hemical Battalion was attaghed
to the 1lst US Infantry Pivision as of 241220A, e 18t Engineer
Gombat Battalion reported that one squad of Company "A' was
guarding the brl dge at K-856067, prepared to place demolitions
if necessary; Company A" oxtended & hasty mine field from the
vicinity of K-872038 to K-875038, laylng 810 mines; furnished
technical supervision for the 16th Infantry in congtructing
double apron fencing. Company "B" laid a hasty mine field
from the vieinity of 9203031 to 903030, laying 650 mines. Company
"G" extended & hasty mine field from K-934018 to K-937022 and
from K-922022 to K-924024, laying 1800 mines.

(1) The situation at the close of 24 December is
ghown in Appendix E = Daily Situation Oyerlays, 18 - 51
December 1944, Inclusive.

g. 25 DEgember 19

At 00254, the 16th Infantry told the “Yivision
that "¢" Company had another attack on thelr outpost, but it
was repulsed after a mortar barrage. Ag 0800A, the 18th Infantry
stated that a patrol from Company "C' went to 902018 and found
the enemy road _block, pre reported theee, was gone. V
Gorps told the Pivision at 0930" that the route of the 7034
Tank Destroyer Battalion was from N-37 to VERVIERS, from there
on an unnumbered route to THEUX, west from THEUX, then south on
N-32 to REMOUCHAMPS, N-33 to AYWHILLE, south to thelir destination
at WERBOMONT; the Battalion was %o leave at 1300A, The 7034
Tank Destroyer Battalion was given this information.

By 1040”, the Division Rir rt Party Officer
had reported that pinnu In our area d consist of Typhoons,
Tempests, B{it 8, P-38s, P-47s, and P5ls. At 1237A, the
Divigion told V “Yorps, "Report from 1l03d Anti-aircraft
Artillery. Three W-.’LQGI were chasing a P-5l. Three Fis shot
d.onn‘ also P-~51, We got them all, Pllot of the O-5l was

dead The 7034 Tank Destroyer Battalion told the “ivision

- -
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at 1247A that they would eross the initial point at 1300A. ‘he
Division gave V nrpa this information and also told “orps that
we had not yet seen ompany "A", 86th Chemical Battalion,

T 1250A, the 16th Infan told Divigion Headquarters
that Company "A", 86th Chemioal Bat Ollu" reported in. V
Corps was given this information. A¢ 141 » V Corps told the
Division, "First Army is taking the Company 'A' of the 86th
hemical Battalion; 1ike them to return immediately to the
battalion assembly area where they came from thﬁn morning. Tell
them to let us know when they get there." Te %h'rilion immediately
gave this .tnromﬂuon to the Chemigal Company. e Division Eau
the 28 Infan ivision the information concerning Yompany "A",
86th Chemical Battalion ena stated that the lst US Infantry
Division would like to have the game arrangement on Company
"C", 86th Chemical Battalion as was previously had, a loan for
Supporting missions. The 24 Infantry Division agreed. At 1528A,
the 1st “ngineer Combat Battalion was told to have someone check
on the dam that
Officer of Task Force Davisson had ealled ana reéecommended that the
water in the dam be dropped about 8 to 12 feet.

At 1717A, ¥V Yorps told the Division, "The status

of the 134th AA depends upon your Headquarters whether they are
%o De-used in'an 4A pole or A « In the event that they be used
in the gapaci oihM y would Euﬂ bagk to a vieinity south-
west of WUPEN. e lst ombat Battalion

1730A that the dam been opened and it woulg tak
the water to go down feet; the engineers recomm
be taken down 10 meters, which would take 7 days.

V Corps was told 2t 1800A th:t the Division believed
the 154th Anti-aireraft Artillery Gun Battalion would be better in
&n anti-aireraft role., The 18th Infantry stated at 20084, "Getting
a little more shelling than usual toni . *hey are firin
artillery air bursts in our area #@nd it looks é an artillery
build-up." At »_the 16th Infantry sald, "Mines laid in
Iront of the 24 Battalion, '&! Company, had good results one
truck blown up." At 2121‘- V Corps toid the Pivisgion that
friendly planes always notify the anti-aireraft People when
taking plotures at n.tqn if there were no notification, they
would be shot down," pPlane was reported at 2330A &8 strafing
near Company "M", 16th Infantry.
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Division Artille ﬁﬁnrﬁﬁ that 9 TOTs were
fired from 241800A to 241 y dneluding all organic artillery,
in addition to the 955th and E?Oﬁl Field Artillery Battalions,

On THIRIMONT (8300), MONTENAU (8596), IVEDELDIGEN (8697),
EIBERTINGEN (8797), AMEL (8896), HEPSCHIDE (9298), KEPLENBAGH
(9297), HELENFELD (9296), and MONSFELD (9699); enemy installations
and trafflec points had been reported in each of these areas.

The infantry reported at 242345A that at a strong
point west of BULLINGEN, “Jerry" was having a musicale, voice eand
instrument; the song played was "G ﬂgntrolu the World". A
TOT fired at 242355A by the 334 and 955th Field Artillery Battalions
added another note. -

The enemy flak battery that shot down two of our
bombers was located by the 955th Field “rtillery Battalion air
observation post at 995990; the 200th “ield “rtillery Battalion
fired at 1555A neutralizing the battery. <The air observation
post estimated a heavy enemy flak concentration at tE; northwest
edge of AMEL and the north edge of MIRFEID (9098). e 200th
Fleld Aptillery Battalion was adjusted on one Battery.

. 1t was also reported that from 241600A to 2516004,
Divigion Aprtillery attached and supporting units fired 248
missions; of these, 57 were on enemy batteries, 52 on infantry,
15 on tanks, 1 on mortars, 52 on interdigtion, 18 on vehicles,
13 on registrations, 55 on hl:uw. 3 on observation posts,
and 2 miscellaneous. The 639th -alreraft Artillery Automatic
Weapons Pattalion weg still attached to the lst US Infantry
Division and the relief would not be effected until 26 December.

The 639th Anti-aireraft Aptillery Automatic Weapons
Battalion reported that they fired at 3 FW-190s which were
strafing at 200 to 1000 rnt* one plane was shot down and crashed
in the vieinity of K-9207. The 1034 Anti-aireraft Automatic
Weapons Battalion reported that at 251208A they had fired at
8 F'-190s at 1000 to 2000ffeet; the enemy aircraft, nttoafmg
to escape from a dog fight with Allied planes flew over
Division headed for enemy lines. One FW-190 made an unsuccessful
pass at a Piper Cub. Three of the nnom{—aircmrt were oalinmed
a8 destroyed with one orash located at K-920075 (pilot dead), one
crash located at k-978092 (pilot parachuted to earth and was
captured), and one orash was located at approximately K-925035.

The 1034 “nti-airoraft Automatic Weapons Battalion
reported that a P-51 was damaged while engaged in a do fight
with enemy planes. In attempting to land in the Division area,
the pllot flew over the area 2t tres top h;:ﬁt at the same time
the FV-190s were being engaged. An undete ed mamber of .50
caliber machine guns engaged the plane, causing it to erasgh,
resulting in the death of the pilot. |

-2
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The 13t Engineer Uombat Battalion reported that
Company "A" pemoved the guard from the bridge at K-856067;
extended a hagsty mine field from K-837018 to K-835020, laying
450 mines; ghed non-gomnmigsioned officgers and one officer
for technical supervislon of double apron fencing by the 16th '
Infantry. Company "B" extended 8 hasty mine field from K-908033
to K-921028, ing 2178 mines, Yompany "C" filled bomb craters
on the ELSENBO GENBACH road, using an R-4 bulldozer; dug-in
tanks and excavated a command post for the 24 Battalion, 26th
Infantry, using a D-7 bulldozer; cut 1500 logs for the 26th
Infantry for fortifications; and placed 15 anti-tank mines in
an enemy tank road at the intersection at X-922017. This road
block of Company "C" was within the enemy lines and was not
marked; it was not covered by fire. All companies of the
engineer battalion were making a reconnaissance of the obstacles
-8 designated by Corps overlay and plans were made to execute

fthen when necessary.

The 18t US Infentry Pivision continued to oonsolidate
and improve defensive positions, using riines and barbed wire. Patrols
were active to maintain enemy contact and contact with adjacent
units. Contact was maintained with the 30th Infantry Division
on tim %-ight and the 24 Infantry Pivision on the left. No ground
was .LOB8T.

(1) The situation at the close of 25 December is
shown in Appendix E - Daily Situation Ovyeérlays, 18 - 31 December
1944, Inclusive.

h. 26 December 1944

| At 0028A, “ompany "B", 644th Tank Destroyer Battalion
was reported at 868055. The 18th Infantry told the Pivision, "There
are now 6 or 8 dead eneny in front of Oonpnnﬂ;‘r 'G' and 8 nore were
mortared to reach them." At 0214A, the 16th Infantry
reparted, "The Company 'E' outpost saw enemy who they thought
wanted to surrender, ut on closer observation noticed two more
enemy behind the first with burp guns. There are now three dead
Germans. Ine estimated loecation of the inoident was 853024 along
the main road."

By 0408A, the 18th Infantry had reported, "Planes
are strafing north of NIDRUM, A Company 'E' patrol returned
from 8907016, vieinity Hill 216. TFound an anti-tank mine field
at 898017, Taken under artillery fire and had to return." The
16th Infantry told the Division at 090t that they had laid mines
in front of the three battalione lagt night; an enemy half track
had blown up on a mine at BE&JIBL Corps told the Division at
1163A, "In repgards to the 134th Anti-aireraft, there had been
a change. Two batteries will remein in your area, These two
batteries are also available for &mutr{rtlrt. but have to get
ammuni tion for that., Any movement on their part will have to
come from here." '

-
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At 1417A, the 334 ¥ield Artillery Battalion told
Division Hgadquarters, "P-47s are strafing our areas. Ve shot
up all of our flares, but they disregard them." V Corps Alir
told the ¥ivision a2t 1648A that the Bofor units could fire on
20mm bursts tonight.

At 1850A5 the 16th Infantry told the Division, "Patrols
out tonight. G’hmsing:h) Company and 'C* Gumpmogi taking place
tonight, about now, ould be finighed about 21004, We are using
the 4.28 to fire on a known enemy outpost on the front." 18th
Infentry stated that 4 combat patrols would be out tonight to try
and get & prisoner; also & mine laying patrol would go through the
woods to the ER\Jth tuytha SCHOPPEN road %o lax 6 mines across the
road. At 1905%, the “ivision told the 134th Anti-alreraft “rtillery
t:.'l.m Battalion that we wanted to tie in with them for anti-aireraft

iring.

The 30th Infantry Pivision was told at 1952\, "We are
going to let the water out of the two lakes through the dems, so
in cage the CGermans declde to blow then, {ou won't get so much
water around your areas." Division Artillery repor that the
039th Anti-aireraft Atuomatic Weapons Battalion wres Ellit‘!'ﬂd
{m attachment to the lst US Infantry Piyision and “ivision

rtillery at 261430A; Battery “A", 460th n&l-urmﬂ Autonatic
Weapons Battalion was attached to the lst U try Division
and Diﬂaiaﬁnﬁrullory a 26145&% the 134th “nti-aircraft
Artillery Battalion (A) reverted to V Corps mﬂtrol at
261436A, On the request from the Corps Artillery “fficer, the
road running through MONDERFELD3 LAZERATH, erossroads 0199, to
HOLERATH recelved 2 total of 400 rounds of harassing and
interdictory fire mri.ng the niglg:: the 200th Field Aprtillery

Battalion. An enemy at ran over a l6th Infantry
mine at 850023, The 7th ¥leld Artillery Battallion fired upon
that area, causing one fire and quite a few eries. Zone

was repeated, obtaining another fire and excellent results.

Divigion Artillery also sald that when smoke was
seen in BULLINCEN, a 2-Bat% TOT was fired at 0S@GA, An
arec at 001014, where camp fires were picked up by the 24 Infantry
Pivisi Artillery observetion post, was fired on by the 200th
ield Artillery Battalion. an artillery reconnalssange plane
at 1125A wes being fired through the 200th Field Artillery Battallon
on enemy traffic at 837944, an enenmy alrcraft attacked our planej
the adjusting plane shot the enemy aircraft and returned to
its adjustment. e 7 1d Artillery Battalion air observation
g:n adjusted the 200th Ffeld Artillery Battalion ocn an enemy
ttery at 898052, getting one direct hit. Division Artillery
also scid, "Corps G-2 reported at 1630A that at the Cpr 0199 there
wag & heavy zonuntration of armer in the adjadent woods; the
200th Field Artillery Battalion fired 100 rounds in the area.”

- %% was reported that from 251800A to 261600 A
Bivision Artillery, attached and supporting units fired 275
digsions. Of these, 9 were registrations, 36 were on enemy guns,
11 on tanks, 23 on vehicles, on infantry, 6 on observation
posts and command posts, 67 on interdictions, 8 on machine
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guns and mortars, 68 on harassing, and 4 were mlseellaneous.

The 745th Tank Battalion reported that they had
36 gerviceable M-758, 8 serviceable lig76s, 4 gerviceable M-105s,
and 18 serviceable light tanks, Of these, the 16th Infantry had
14 M-765s8 and 2 l&76s; ﬁu 18th Infan had 10 M-75s8, 4 M.76s,
and 1 l-105; the Eﬁﬁl Infantry has 12 li-76s and 2 M.76s; Tagk
Force Davisson had 3 M-1058 and 18 light tanks.

~ The 1st Engmur Combat Battalion reported that the
11718t “ngineer Gcmba Group was in et support of the
battalioh. ﬂ y "A", 1gt Engineer Vombat Battalion laid a
hagty mine fhld frm tho vi ty of K-855027 to K-857033, laying
846 mines; txtnnd.od. a hutr mine field from the vieinity of
K-885035 to K-88203 i-wa mines; 1aid 2 hesty mine field
at approximately x-aﬁwm 500 mines. Yompany "C* laid

79 anti-tank minu and 30 mti—ptrionml mines in the vicinlty

of 10941029; completed filling bonh eraters on the ELSENBORN-
BUTGENBACH road} eompluttd uﬁ in tanks and tank destroyers
for the 26th Inrm in 10 for fortifications for

the 26th Infantry 1u. d. a hal ield from the viecinity of
K-935032 to K-930029, laying 7 mu.

The 1lst U®? Infantry Pivision continued to consolidate
and improve positions without loss of ground. Patrols were Boti\fl
to maintain enemy contact and contact with adjacent units. “ontact
was maintained with the 30th Infantry Pivision on the right and
the 2d Infantry Division on the left.

(1) The situation at the close of 26 December is
ghown in Appendix E - Daily Situation Overlays, 18-31 Decenmber
19“. Inaluﬂ.i“l

i. 27 December 1944

At 0412A, the 16th Infantry told the “ivision,
"Shortly after MLOOA, one of our listening posts-was attacked
by a lquad of enemy whn was wearing white blankets. After an
exchange of fire, one of the onum wag believed to have been
killed and the anmr withdrew." 16th Infan gtated 2%
08254, "Have an enemy column in the town of 8 PEN, ecoming
tatt. Head is Juet about in SCHOPPEN now. *he vehilcles are
bumper to gr." M: 1400A, the Division réceived a letter
subject " r Plan", tm V Corps, dnted 26 December. 3
letter stated, that the le ter, He ters V Corps, subject
"Barrier Plan , dated 22 mbor » Wasg rescinded. 8
new order steted that the attached nwrhy showed the general
logation and ¢ go of barriers planned as part of the defense
of the present V Corps sectori *ivisions vtru regponsible for
the lomtion. construetion, and executi if neenmhor the
berriers shown in their :-npntiﬂ segtors forward of e"AN,
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| At 150%*, the Division told ¥ Corps that §-47s

with “merican markings had strafed and bombed us; we shot up
vellow flares, but the “merican planes pald no attention To
them. At 1525°, all units were sent the followling operetion
oriority message: "If planes comnit hostlle aet during hours
of darkness, call liadc 34, through Danger, Eiving hoastile
act and location." Ta orce Davisson was_ told, "You have
& British gilot bailing out in your area., ~et me know when
your patrol gets any information.

At 1828A, Division Hea ters told “ivision
Artillery Headquarters, "Orders from Yorps tell us to be
careful and £:y g:rdumm attention to the south and 8T VITH -
1937A that y located the enemy outpost line in front of
them and the regiment was destroying them one by one, e
reciment 2lgo sald that they were f indirect fire with
tanks, mortars, and 4.2. e 16th Infentry reparted, 'Panelah
do no% work very well in the snow - we checked with a Cub. ey
work better on a truck or other wvehiole."

At 1900", the fnlloii.ng ogmtlml pr.tnritg,
message was sent to all unitsj "P-47 planes operated XIX
TAC have distinetive yellow markings on nose and tail, g}ogl

e being taken to see that these pilota are briefed properly.
Only AA units fire
tions will friendly

emy is not operating P-47 planes
at hostile airerafts Under no condi
airereft be engaged.”

At 2220A, the “ivision told the 16th, 18th, and
26th Infan R giments, "Received work from UJorps that the
enemy may a in the Corps area 2n, estimated 3 Pivisions.
Would sugzest that you send patrols deep to find out all you
can and use your artillery to a good advantage in dlscoureging
any build up." Task Force Davisson was given the above
information on the possible enemy attask and waa told, "If
this attack comes in the mornihg, pick up the patrols as
goon ag you get the word so that we tie in very olosely with
the 120th Infantry." The l6th Infantry reported that the
regiment had laid 7000 mines along its Lfront and & lis
pogt wag establishee on the northwest edge of FANGIONVILLE.

The 26th Infantry stated that Company "G" had .

replaced Company "F' in the line and the latter reverted to a

reserve poeition; 2 nine field belt in front of the regimental

line was completee and some wire had been installed] engineer
:::n was started on the preparation of & secondary e of

51 -1 '
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| Division Artillery reported that three battalions

of Dlvingg Artillery and two battalilons of the 24 Infan
Pivigion “rtiller had fired a TOT on BULLINGEN at 26 »
nixing Pozit and shells, fuse quick and delay. An enemy
convoy entered SCHOPPEN on the MODERSCHEID road at 0925A

to recelve a 4-battalion TOT; ths eneny traffic was reported by
the 16th Intantri-; large fires were oliserved in the town. AT
11324, a 3534 Field Artillery Battalion observation post observed
the enemy placing what appeared to be smoke pots a2t 947007;

fire from the 33rd _Flelad Artillery Battalion dispersed the
Broup. The 955th Fiela Apt! ery Battalion “Yub was ghot dowmn
at 11354A by an MW-190; the “ub was riddled, the radio damaged,
but the observer lost only his bar, At 14004, the 16th Infantry
reported a atrong point aﬁ 887023 from which they were unable to
flush the enemy; the 5th ield A™tillery Battelion neutralized
an area 400 by 400 yards for one hour in an attempt to pepsuade
the Germans. Tpe 334 “leld Artillery Battalion adjusted fire

on the eneny detmcking at 945013 at 1450A; the 955th Fiela
Artillery Battalion reinforced the fire; several casuclties were
observed and the eneny dispersed rapidly. ~

1% wgs reported that from 261600A to 2716004,
Division Artillery, attaghed and supporting units fired 282 missions;
of these, 54 wers on enemy guns, 5 on tanks, 32 on vehicles, 26
on interdictions, 30 on infantry, 4 on observation posts, 15
on mortars and machine guns, 20 on registrations, 90 cn
harassing or interdictory, and 8 markings for air missions.

- The 103rd “nati-alreraft Artillery Automatic Weapons
Battallon told the Division that at 26212BA Batteries "B" ana "g¢
had fired at an unknown enemy aireraft dwoppihg photo flares at

000 fset. é plane was believed to have creghed at wromuly
8205; the was one probably destroyed. At 2711

Batteries "A%, "B%, "B", and "D" of the Battalion and Bat%m

"A¥, 460th Antl-airoraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalisn

fired at 40 to 50 m—loa;,wbmg and attagking friendly aircraft

at 1000 to 2000 feet. eneny aireraft came over the area

from the southwest, attacked a Piper Oub, dropped seve

anti-personnel bombgs, and 4id some lm.ting- One Piper “ud was

damaged and one ME- was clal ed as destroyed; the enemy

Qireraft craghed 2t K-919063,

Three fighter-bopber & s flew missiong for the
Division from 09 to s A% o Tthe first squadron bombed
& bivouac area of vehlicles and horse-drawn artillery at 9893;
S0 te 50 vehicles were damaged and 3 tanks and 2 few horse~drewn
artillery pleces were probably damaged; the squadron worked over
the area one-half hour. St

The lst Engineer %nhat Battalion reported that
the 1171s% ﬁfmn‘r Combat Group was still in direct support
of the Battalion, Oompany "A', 1lst Engineer Combat Battalion

I
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extended 2 hasty mine fisld from K-857033 to K-857034 (south

end €f field laid by the 20th Engineers on 22 December), la

150 mines; extended a hasty mine field from K-833072 to K- ’
laying 250 mines (tied in on the e2st end with 2 hasty mine
field laid by the 16th Infan try Ammunition and Pioneer Flatoon)}
extended a hasty mine field from K-8430068 to K-843018, laying
250 mines; extended & hesty mine field from K-8785038 %o K-877038,
laying Baé mines. Company "B" destroyed 5 enemy tanks with
destroyed tracks in the vieini of K-8950351 and maintained roads
in the Combat Team 18 sector. Uompany "C' extended a hasty mine
field from K-922022 to K-917028, laying 1285 mines; out logs for
fortificationa for the 26th Infantry. Company "A" posted roads
leading to the Bailey Bridge &t K-867061l. Ope R-4 and one D-7

pullduzer were exeavating positions for the 134th Anti-aireraft
Artillery Gun Battalion.

The lst US Infantry Pivision continued to eonsolidate
and improve its positions without loss of ground. Patrols were
active to main enemy contact; contect was meintained with the
mﬂém In{mtry ivision on the right and the 24 Infantry Division
on the left, | ,

(1) *he situation at the close of 27 Dedember is
gshown in Appendix E - Deily Situation Overlays, 18-31 December
1944, Inclusive.

Jo 28 Degembap 1944

At 054BA, the 18th Infantry told the Pivision that
there was quite 2 bit of activity to the east in the 18th and 26th
Infantry sectors. The 26th Infantry stated that the activity
the 16th Infantry heard wes the 18th Infantyy firing on some
houses at 894027 and 894022, At 0752A the #ivision sald %o
the 24 Infantry DPivieion, "Interested in knowing when you are
going to put your people back on the ridge that you pulled off
this morning. Wou to know the pressure you had there.

Like to fire on the hill.* The 24 Infan Pivision replied
"Heinies up on both flanks of that group with ! ' Eunl-
on that hill ocalled for fire and then led baok, t 0910A,
the 24 Infantry Division told the lst U® Infantry Division that
they were planning on retaking that hill sometime this morning.

.~ Ag 0914A, the 18th mmm the “ivision, “Our
patrols couldn't ga% past Hill 556 » Jdefinitely enemy
on the hill - there was last n We ghelled the gvery
time our patrols returned., At 219016, enemy contacted there.
Shelled the place, followed by A gombat patrol." By 1515A, the
2d Infantry Division had told the lst US Infantry Division that
they had a reinforced platoon back on the hill on the left of the
26th Infantry. The 26th Infantry was given this information.

The 16%h, 18th, and 26th Infantry Regiments all
reported an inerease in enemy artil fire in their sectors.
The 26%th Infantry stated that the ery fire was heavier

-3«



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

than usuel., At 1728A, the Pivigion said to V Corps, "The
bomb line 2s it is now is teo close To our front line units.
We do not want BULLINGEN ingluded, &8 we oan reath thet with

artillery. 1g bemb line is suggesteds MODERSCHEID -
HOENSFELD = M GOEN."

The 26th Infantry rognrtod ot 1800A that a patrol
from the 34 Battalion left at 1700A for the railroad, met strong
resictance and noticed consliderable activity; & 24 Bettallon
patrol found a tank on the road mnmﬁeinta their position from
the south. The regiment stated that t would put defensive
?ires on both positions. A% 1840A, the 26th Infantry said, "A
24 Battalion radio message stales %hnt everything is under
gontrol. The 3d Battalion, 'L' Compeny, is meking some advance.

ey had a group of tnengo ped in the 1ittle woods in the
vicinity of 'L' and 'I' Companies. They cut off the escape
route and it 1z bcliwsd that the enemy is waiting for darkness
to initisate an escape." The Division told V Corps and the 9th
Infantry Division that the atteck on the 24 Battalion, 26th
Infantry was discouraged by ouxr artillery and the situatlon
with the 34 Battalion was not clear as ye%.

e 26th Infentry stated at 2148A, "The ghow on
the 24 Battalion started at 1700A and was pregeded by 300
rounds of mortar and on the CP and "A' anda '™
Companies. WYe lost one 3 machine gun®. The 18th
Infantry reported m{ ny ant _umtﬂa were set up in
the let and 24 Bettalion sectors; addi 2l minees were lald
and & road block was established by the 24 Battalion.

2éth Infan stated that an enemy probing attack was ma
against the y "L" positions mlg s morning and all
po:ttiog: a;om held after the outpost been temporarily
driven . |

Y3vision hrmuz reported thet information fron
an overlay captured by a 26th Infantry patrol gave the location
of two Nevelwerfsr positions, as well as the battalion connand
post, in the 88 and 99 square, Three batiallon T0Ts were fired
at 0400A this mmlgg on u.l% the logations., Tanks reported

in the town of PAYNONVILLE (8702) received ¥hree battalion

TOTs at three separate points at 12155, An eneny battery located
by sound and flash at 11 received a TOT of 300 rounds

at 1530A, .

- 1t was reported that from 2716004 %o 2816004,

s vigion Artillery, attached and supporting units fired 313
misdons. Of these, 13 were registrations, 96 on guns 11
on tenks, 48 on infantry, 5 on wvehiecles, © on abumtion
poste, 25 on interdietions, 74 on haregsing, 14 on maghine
guns and mortars, 1 on 2 preperation, 5 on strong points,
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and 10 on Nebelwerfers. According to Division Artillery, with
poor visibllity during the day, the incrense in enemy artillery

activity could only be fired upon unobserved. All Jnown and
many suspected locations were fired repeatedly during the day.

‘he lst Engineer Gomhat Battalion stated thet the 117lat
Engineer Combat Ggup wag still in direct support of the Bettalion.
Company "A", 1st Engineer Uombat Battalion extended e hasty nine
field from K-943037 to K-940033, layinfaﬂlﬂ mines; extended 2 hasgty
mine field from K-938017 to K 941025, ﬁ"fam mines; wns
constructing & com and post for the 33d Field Aptillery Battalion.

The 634th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Self-propelled)
was reported as having 30 operational M01l0s &nd 6 repaireble 1'-10s3
any "BY, 644th Tenk Destroyer Battalion was reported as having
12 erational M@l0s. -

The 1lat US Inran'h-{ Division continued to eonsolidete
and improve positiong. Patrols were active to maintain contact
with the enemy and with adjacent uuits, Contact was maintained with
the cﬁﬁi irt;rantry Divislon on the right and the 24 Infantry Division
on eft.

(1) The situation at the close of 28 December is
shown in Appendix E - Daily Situstion Overlays, 18-31 December
1944' Inﬁl'uiiﬂ- L .\, "

At O320A, the 16th Infantry told the Dim:,m, "The

Company 'G' OP reports spproximately 2 platoon of eneny riding
htqaleﬂ around 938012, We are placing fire on both roads, as we
don’t know which way they will tum." At 0943A, V CGorps told the

ivision, "Will set the search lights in the vieinity of EUPEN.
Drefting & memo so tvat batg on eommanders will be able to qual-
ify men from units other then in recognition so that they oan
fire on eneny aireraft. If he understands the rules and qualifies
in recognition, he will be lgsued & qualification card gtating that
he ig 2 qualified gunner." % |

| By 1130A, the Division had received 2 Top Sscret
Lﬂttﬁr of In'mﬂuﬁn.. Rﬂ‘d@l&r“" v uﬂm-ﬂj dated mm- !hii
order stated that V Corps would eontinue to hold the present de-
fenglve positions against any enemy attenpt to penetrate fron the
south or eagt amd would be prevared to resume the offensive on
Apmy order. Front line units would utilize every opportunity to
liprove present positions 2nd to push cutposts to locations which
would deny elose~in mortar positions to enemy. Patrolling
would b agressive and in contact would be meintained with
y at all tiies. emy communication lines and supply
routes would be continuously harassed and interdicted. Under
no conditions would friendly aireraft be fired upon. In csnse .
friendly aireraft should strafe oy bomb friendly troops, immediate
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telephonie report would be made to thn G-3 Adr; Headquarters
V Corps, and & written report with all the details would be
forwarded within twenty-four (24) hours.

This Letter of Instructions also sald that v
Corps wes holding.the key seator on the northern flank of the
break-throughe ¢ opder said, "The splendid efforts of the
men and offlcers ¥hat have atafn.lized our present lines and
inflicted heavy losses on the ensuy are recognized and

appreoiated."

At 1845A, the 16th Infantry told the Division

thet they were interdicting roads in the vieinlty of AUEL and
had started some fires; the regliient was using 90-ma gunse. A%
om10A. the 1l8th Infantry reported, "Detacted gonsiderable flare
uuvity %o our right front. Checked with the 16th Infant

and th!i‘ropurted throwing a lot of 60-ma 1lluninating shells
upe"” 16th Infentry reported thst Company "B" 644th Tank
Destroyer Battalion fired 960 rounds of harass fire at the
pate of 120 rounds per howr on MODERSCHEID, HEFP BACH, MIRFELD,

Division Artillery reported that BULLINGEN, where
sotivity was observed at 281803A recelved a xmmtuttnn of
two battalions from the 24 anfry Division Argillery and two

Argillevy at 231000k, My
an

from the lst US In
281834A, the bth, W kﬁulu-y Bettalions

firee a4 TOD on an ememy lgﬁwy at 872897543 the location was
determined by sound and flash and was claimed to be accurate

mikky to 50 yards. ‘he azna’;u observation post 2 ted on an
t 88330048, e Eth, 32nd, and 200th fleld

s magssed thelr guns' on thet point at
tion post reported thatl The ared was

H _
completely covered. gonvoy of 15 vehlo mﬁ: HEPPENBACH
wag fired upon by the 955th ¥ield Artillery Batta st 1528A;

three wvehlcles P‘“ aet on fire and & fire was startved in the
nearby woouds. Sound and Flagh losation of an enemy battery

at 87 ' wag fired upon %ult prior g dwﬁnk by the 5th, 7,
and 32nd Field Artillery Battalions, =he ivislion 1rt115,ory
air observetion post observed the ttfutioghi.eh included several

explosions, but sensed the mass of fire yards short. The
concentration, with the obsxrved senaing, wes refired at 1800A,

It was reported that from 281600% to 2916004,
Divieion A tillery, atisched and gupporting units fired 2064
migsiong} 8f these, 40 were counter-battery, 935 on infaniry
17 on vehieles, 15 on tenks, 25 on interdictions, 10 on me& C)
guns and moriars, 9 cn observation posts, 135 reglsirations, 05
harassing, 4 on %m RS, 2 on preparation, and .
niccellanecuss
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| Eﬂ lst Engineer Combat Battalion reported that
the 11715t aer Combe ¢ wags 8till in direct supprort
of the bat Company " 1at Enginecr Combat Battalion
wag feneing mi.ne elds; was maintz_.inmg roeads in the “Yombat
Tgém 16 gector. V“omp "B* wag fenc mine fields and
completed the log tank obstacles at K-916026 and K-918029
for Combat tesam 18, attaching m anti-psraonnel minas to the
obstecles at K-916026. Gompany "C" completed the command post
for the 33rd *1eld ARtillery Battalion, using an R-4 bullduzer;
wasg constructing a comnand post for the 3d Battanon, 26th
Infantry, using an R-4 Pulldozeri laid 29 anti-personnel minee
in the v.toinity of K-94304]1 to K«943038; wasg rman\g nine fields.

Plans were oocmple ted and l:xgloniw was being placed at Barriers
Number 23, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 36, 38, and 38A,

e 1st UP Infantry Division continued to eonsolidate
and inprove itse positions. Patrols were potive to maintain enemy
contact and oomeat with pdjacent units, “ontact was maintained
with the 30th Infantry “ivision on the right end the 2a Infontry
Division on thu lefte -

The situation at the close of 29 December is shown
i.n giplnﬂix L - Dally Situation Overlays, 18-31 Decemher 1944,
nelusivae

1. 3 _.mr_!ﬁﬁ
At 0020A, the 18th Infantyy reported, “"Companies
'BY and '0G' receivel a very heavy concentration of heavy roockets.

A patrol reported that at 902019 a lot of activity was heard -
tanks, infentry, and motorgycles - south of them in those

woods." The ﬂﬁth Iyfantry stated at 0107A that had received
a gmall barrage ebelwerfer fire in the town. e 16th
Infentery » to:i at 07 that ona eneny tank was mgema
in FAYMO and our artillsry was planod on 1%, mgh

Infantry stated that an mm{ patrol, attempting %o probhe the
Comoany “3B" position, ran into our boodby traps and withdrew
leaving one nf tha!.r party dead in our wire,

1600% Uampani "F", 26th Infentry was reported
&8 having relieved §Bﬂ1 Infentry and the latter
reverted to the ruuru ositinm formerly occupied by ﬂonpany
"F"s Ag 1625A, the 131;!1 Inrl.nt ltl'btd that one 1z-mn patro

was going out tonight n'am g tihecmau; Company "I
was eending & 1l2-man patrol to 212017. e re ent said, "Both
patrols w leave at zwm and retum at 3101001‘-. Wil 11

wire for communisation. Yoth are ambush petrols. The 1st nml
24 Battalionsg will increase their OPs and attenpt to ambush
eneny coning into our lines, At 2040A, the 16th, 18th, and
26th Infantry Regl ents were informed thet 200 fitandly agreraft
were flying over the Division area sometime tonight. .
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At 2223°, the 26th Infantry reported, "lade two
changes. Replace %mr "G" with Company "B" and replaced
Gmaﬂ *I" with Company o« Pyt in 1500 unines and & few ,
more A¥g," midnight 1t was reported that Company "L', 16th
Infantry had taken over the Company "I' front line positions

and Cowpany "I" was moving back to the foruer reserve position

of Company "LV,

”iviﬁion Aptillery told Pivision Headquarters that
at 201800" the “ivision Artillery air observation post had

reported that our planes had flown as far as two miles beyond

our front line in the Divigion seetor without drawing anti-airoraft
fire. Last night the 7th Field Artillery Battalion reported a
golumn of Uracked vehioles on the road leading into FAYMONVILLE
from the southeast in the vieinity of 870014. Later in the

evening, heavy interdiviory fires wsre put on the road and at

the entpances of the town Dy the &th, 7th, 32nd, U4lst, and 987th
Figla A tillery Bgttalions} within a few minutes, one fire was
started-and the movement ceased, Not long aflerward, traffic

wag reported in BULLINGEN, and a siumilar interdiction was placed

on that town by ths 32nd, 33rd and 955th Field Artillery Battalions.

Plvision Artillery also stated that at 0043A, the
32nd Field Aptillery Battalion reported that an 18th Infantry
patrol had received fire from the vicindty of 903020; the patrol
also reported that some ve g ¢ tanks were he and
enemy infantry was w at 898017, e Oth, 7th, and
Field A_tillery Bat _10!1‘ fired on these points and on Brn
others In searching missions. From 291500™ o 301600A, ~ivision
Artillery, attached and swpporting units fired 242 missions; of
thesze, 127 were régistrations, 36 on counter-batiery, 16 on
tanks, 18 on vehicles, 44 on infantry, 15 on interdletions, 6
on Nebelwerfers, 1 on a strong point, 80 on harassing, 7 on
obgervation pasts, 7 on wachine guns and mortars, and 2 were
miscellangous.

Phe 3t Enginecr Yombat Battalion reported that
the 1171lst Bnginesr t Group remeined in direect supvort of
- the battallon. The engineer battalion gglnod explosives at
the sltes for Barriers Number 23, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33,
56, 36, 38A, md the Bplley Bridge at K-887061. Gompany "O"
completed the command post for the 54 Battalion, 26th Infentry;
removed 29 friendly anti-personnel mines previously reported in
the vicnity of K-043041 and K-943038,

The G34th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Self-propelled)
rgported that the Reoonnalssance Compeny was still attached to
T gk *oree Davisson; &: lst Platoon, Reconnalssance Company
remalned in reserve; 24 Platoon the road bloek in
LIBONONT and operated a contect patrol with the lst and 2d
Battalions, 16th Infantry during the night; the 34 FPlatoon,

LU
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Reconnalssance Company operated gontact patrols during the night
with the E26th Axmored Infantry Battallon.

The 1st U® Infen “4vigion continued to consolidate
and improve its positionsd. Actfve patrols were continued to main-
tain enemy contect and contact with adjecent units. Contact was
meintained with the 50th Infantry Pivision on the right and the
2d Infantry Division on the left,

| (1) The 31tuat.tag nt the close of 30 December 18
shown in Apuendix E - Delly ®ituation lays, 18-31 December
M' Innhﬂl“i .

n. gl December 1944

At 04&&‘ the 16th Infentry told the Pivision, "The
gombet patrol from 'A? Comapny hesn'g returned as yet. 5 ¢ 26th
Inf-ntry asked for permisglon %o fire on soue tanks at 9‘.:32012.
but not MG:inf the pgdwlg:& m{rfpam}.. we Lagl;imn:t tgiu ﬂ:::
PQI’II.'L{H 0'71% nién repor & ccom
patrol from ﬂal;&ny A' had noved almzrﬁu ﬁau leading southe
ecst from the lst Battalion along t e edge of the woods at 918017
where thay detscted an enemy outpost) the patrol dtpmod
planning to go and gst the % e p 8 gpot 25 nore
enemy mov in 3-...;;.4,;;:- ~%¢ %E* etion rro? -&m
the first 25 enemy odme, &g 0% o patrol sow eighty (80
enemy mapching in a golwm of fours along the saue trall at the
road Junction and going socutheast.

The 18th Infantry sontinued, "Patrel had an artillery -
obgerver with them snd me{ fired two battaliong of arfillery on
the eighy men in the vielnity of 9157019C, After the patrol
veturned, we palstered the whole area with artillery."

At 1600k, the 3a Battalion, 18th Infantry was
reported to have bégun the rellef of the 24 Bagtalion, 18th
Infzntry, eagh battallon teking over the other's respectlive area
and mission. e 1Cth Infmtrgamwnd thet the relief was
completed bhz

former position of the 34 Battallon and was now
regerve. Tne 26th Ipfan reporte
ware laid in the 34 *at on ares and more barbed and concertina
wire wi\p erected; log squad shellers were being bullt for all
COmPanies.

Division Artillery reported that ths 96b6th Field
Aptillery Bsttalion weg attached %o the lgt US Infantry ~“ivision
Aptillery os of 20 December. Between 1200A and 1300A, experiments
were conducted with proximity fuses; the results had not yet been

ol
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tabulated, During the afternoon, whiw.h.r and tank asctivity
was ohgerved ontm% SCHOPPEN m, g.l theast. The B%h,

7th, 32nd, 965tv, and 200th fielq tillory Battalions

paﬂioipahd in 2 TOT on that town at 1607 A

It was reported thet from 3016004 to 311600A,
Divigion “Artillery, attaghed and supporting units fired 158
miesiong} of these, 19 were on counter-battery, 1 on vehicles
1 on tanks, 22 on infantry, 18 on interdiction, 4 on obnmtim
posts, 1 on machine puns mnd mortars, 3 on n‘r points, 80
heregeing, © on registrations, and 9 were “lsocellaneous.

The 745th Tank Battalion reported 38 servigeable

M-7Bg, 9 aew:laaablg M26s3, 5 serviceable M~105s =snd 18 service-
eble 1ight tenks. Of these, the 16 In:anu-; had 14 M-75s and
2 Ne768g; the 18th Infantry hr& 10 M-78s, 4 m-76g, and 1 M-1085;
the 26th Infentry had 14 M.78s, 3 M—'?Ba. and 1 05; Temk Force

D .vigeon hed 3 M.106s andg 18 1!. ¢ tanks. T,sk “orce Davisson
continued to seoure the dam in ﬂ'm vicinity af WAILX and gontinued
to maintain nagtmt with the lst and 24 Battalions, l6th Inrmt'ﬂ
and the 120th nrmtr: on the right.

ur Yombet Battalion nrtad that tlu

1171lst En er omba -Wo.s st.tll d:Lr. ort of the
Bnthnmgmampmy "AS 1“ En &8 gut&an extended
h.uty mine fleld fror %i g 800 ru.nu.
y "C" extended i eld from 1-9410 5 to K-940033,

v 805 é’gs for fortifications for the 26th
ti-peresonnel mines in the vieinity of

mines g
Infﬂn%‘i and e |

The 634th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Self-propelled)
yas reported as having 33 operational and 3 repairable M-1l0s,
Yompany “BY, 644th Tank Degtroysr Batta on wag reported was
having 12 optmtiml M-10g. E:T’ 7034 Tank Destroyer
Btttafien wes reported £s having opmhonal H~1l08.

The lst U® Infantry Pivision continusd to consolidste
and improve its positions and held these positions without anu

of grourd. Patrols wore sctive to main enemy contaect, “ontagt
. wag maintained with the 30th Infantry Division on the right and
the 24 Infantry Division on the left.

T (1) %he situation at the close of 31 Buomber- is
shown in Appendix E- Daily Situstion Overlays, 18 - 51 December
1944, Inelugive,
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II. CONCLUSIONS E

1. An-attack in ogtn country two hours befors daylight, preceed-
eéd by extensive patrols to locate the en uﬁ.ox and supported
by artillery end tanks, w:-s used to seize EM. e nﬂuhz.ﬂrt
drove the eneny intc the cellars and the direct Sank fire and in-
fantry foreed them to surrender or be killed, Yoordination with sup-
porting weapons 1z of vital iuportange.

2. In edletely after selzing its objective the infantry "tled
in" with its aup_:ortininwegfms o defend the captured aree, Such
tring«-in nust be done lnme ately after & key point has been seized.

Ss After the ground hag been seized, 1% must be laneciately oon-
solldated and improve by using berbed wire and ninefields covered by
fire, Patrols muct be rotive and aggresive to the front snd flanks
to meintein contact with the ensmy angd adjacent units.e “ontact with
aﬂjlmnf units must be maintained to prevent eneay infiltration through
our pogitions.

4. If & mechanized cavllry group is seouring a flank, patrols
must be maintained day end night between the group and adjacent infan-
try units. The group should be a2ttached to 2 combet Infantry division
and must have constant contast with the dlvieslon command post, prefer-
ably by telephone.

8, If attacked infantry.
repered to permit “tanks to
& normal tank des r we

and to defert the following eneny infantry at the front lines.

6. MAnti-tank guns capable of knocking out eneny tanks must be
in elose support of infentry battalions.

7. YMass artillery fire wag shown %o Le effective. When the
26th Infantry, defending the seoctor between BUTGRNBAGH and BULLINGEN
wes attacked by,the 12th 85 Yivision on 2023 December, the ensmy
were "palgtered by our mpssed artillery and those 'd:uai broke _
m;hlzgaok:d out by our infantry; spproxinately 37 eneny tanks were

Ou Te

» 8s After two rounds have beesn fired, the 57-mn gun position is
diseclosced by the muzzle flagh,

I 1w,
Q . .
Afe. of B,, Gudy
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HEADQUARTERS LST Ul.Se IEFMTH DIVISION 1 Jan™¥945 “ivs |
APC 1, U.8e "1y InitialsiN.F.E. |
- ' 1 January 1945 :
j
. ;
. 'I ; -;-]
CON TENTS by
| ls LUCHEL (1 Yecember - 7 Pecembbp) |
4 2. Bnemy bBreckthrough (16 December - 31 December) :
= ~ @4 4he blg Fleture, : :
| De BUTGENBACH RIDGE €16 December « 31 ‘December, ™,
y ANNEXESS S | ,
| ls Ceptured Photograph vagtions. _ ;
‘i . 2, Ceptured Intelligence Lstiuete, 12%th 88 Yivision. ;
e 3, Gaptured Letier (le iiarchi®), | ;

4, Ceptured “omvet Report, od Battelion, 12th 58 Tank Regiment
S¢ Interrogation Report, 26th Penzer Grenadier Legiment. |

2e LUEY BR AXTHROUGH (16 leecember & 51 December)
as Ihe big Pioture

1) On 16 Decembery the nn:;;, Wenm & eapebility wﬁich

| hed existed since the r ve on the Rhine, launched
& high=geered, muti‘ counteratiack on the eenier of the
Americen line 'mtme!.-.ﬂid U and ECHTEIIIACH, e ultinate objec- :
tives of tiis drive dre still not clears it is provable thet the .
operation wes designed &g & monumenial spoliling atimeck cutiing off the
Allied supply cort of ANTWZRP end cowmnicetions center of PRUSSELS. |
In any cese, the German people'and the Welrmech were oronised LIEGE
end the l.euse, and in the PV ceges during the early deys there wes
considerevle Lilgh telk of PARIS for Chrisimas, One of the primsar
objeetives of the atiack was the seizure of the eneruous Aumericen
suppoly dumpe in the LIEGE, VERVIELS and BUPEN areai in rfeet, the con-
tinued iupstus of the drive hinged on the eapture of these supplies.
Certainly the. thaust was fer more than a local counterespressure; if
i1ts success could not win the war for the eneuy, &t least it eou
¥ delay the Allies' winning for & depressing langth of Times =@

-;' (2) The eneuy's plan for the blow wes carefully thought out &nd
! earefully disguised {see Annex 1l)s He picked the Terr@in we &nd un- -
- 1ikely epot &nd therefore lightly helds e weited for the weather,
énd for the first week hiec operations were bLlanketed in bafilinc fog.
| fie bullt up enough supplies to catepult the ingtial momen tum, Enﬂ, Y 4
4 ne gathered up all his stretegic reserves, including the ®ixth 85 :
Penzer Apmy, and drove them through in & gemble thet wes far from ”
unreegonables “urthermore, beyond the norm@l means a8t his command
he used: every deception and surpkise element he could ‘conceive, labe- -
11ling them cqllectively "Operetion GHEIIF®, :

R L R SR

e G R
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THE BRLAKTHROUGH(16 Dec-31 Dec 44)
(1st Inf Division)

The Germen counteroffensive against the
First U. 8. Arny, 16 December 194414 January 1945, wag divided
into several types af action, A% some points there was steady

withdrawel under enemy armored thrusts, at other points isolated

garrlsons held their poslitions while the battle swept arouud then,
while &t other fronts key road positions were held by the

repld reinforcement of positions with infantry end massed artillery .
It was the latter type of action in which the 1lst Infantr? Division
engaged 1in the area of Butgenbach &EE%E Weismes during the period
beginning 17 December. \@meﬂt S

- Péf@ gion, after participating in

the campaign to reach the Roer River in late November and early
Decenber, wes relieved of this mission on 5 December. The 16th

CT passed under the operational Gontrol of V Corps and relieved

the 60th CT on the lionschau front. The 26th CT was relieved

on 6 Dec&hbeftby elements of the 9th bivisinn and went to rest

area at Aubel, Belgium, while the 18th CF wasg relieved on 8 December
by anlts of the same division and went into quarters near.Plumhiers,
Belgium. The 16th(less the 24 Bn) was relieved by the Eﬁﬁhrﬁiv

on 1l December and went into rest erea near Verviers, where it

we.g joilned on lB-December by the 24 Battalion. Undep the contfnl

of VII Corps these units engaged in training and recreational
actlvities un¥il the 16 December¢Rgatl Histories, 16th, 188h, 26th).

On 16 December, following announcement off
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of the German breekthrough in Belgium and Luxembourg, VLI Corps issued
an order placing the 26%h COT on & six hour alert ready for movement %o
the breakthrough area. That evening the 161h Infantry was placed on
a four hour alert, while the 35594 Field Artillery Battalion was placed
on¢ one hﬂurfcall. The 264th CT was then warned to be reedy %o move at
- midnight by way of Auﬁel and Verviers to Elsenborn. By 2250 the 18th T
wag algo alerted for novement and the 26th was told to start moving at
2400zx2Pzxz26%2x to Camp Elsenborn where it would come under the conirol
of V Corpse. A+ the seme time the 16th OT was returred DY V Corps %o
VII Corps end 1st Division control(lst Div After Action Report, Dec 44,
pages 1=19). |

Ekaxﬂizﬁ&tﬁﬂlxnnzxﬂﬁﬁhzimiaaznzmzizﬁzﬁhﬁzmnxamaEZK
The 26%th Lnfantry began its march at 0250 on

aie afé\feﬂéﬁﬂtr Camp Elsenborn at 0900,
o 5

17 Decenber and closed 2
(% catch the brunt of the Germeh attack,
wes sent into this &ction in a depleted condition. In the Hurtgen PForest

The 24 Battalion, which

action two Companies, E and F, had been knocked out completely and

Gompany G hed been hard hit. gince there had not been sufflclent time

to bring the units up vo full strength Companies E and F went into action

with epproximately 100 men each, Whi}e Co & wes sent forward with only

50. Except for eight men two of the heavy méchine gun platoens were

coipletely new; while there were only seven old officers 1n the battalion.

Shortages of BAR!g and grenade 1sunchers existed, although the battalion

had 211 of its heavy weaponses The regiment itself head only 8bout 2500

strength. (statement of Capd Gendr;n, S=3, 2d Bn, 26th Inf, in interview)

As goon e&s the g?th Infantry begen moving the 161h CT was ordered o (e
W‘; the vicinity &f Camp Elsen"uﬂrn. The lst Division moged its CF

to 873095 in the vieinity of Sourbrodt mmg at 2000 on 17 December and

Wﬂs'ﬁiera sttached to V Corps(lst Div After Actlon Heport, DeC 44).

£ /
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On reaahing Gamp Elsenborﬁ, the 26th infantry
weg attoched to the 99th Division, which was beingﬁheavilﬁ'hit by
the German atitack. It was decided that the 26th OT was To hold
pogitions near Butgenbach, so the reglimental comuander ordered The
second battalion to go through that town to the hlgh ground at
028027 amii 940026, The 5d Batta}imn was to occupy the high ground
to the north of the 24, while the lst Battalion was to remain in
Elgsenborn with the 35d FA Bn to\ita right{lst Div After Action Rpt;
26th Regimensal History).

Qutside Llgenborn ﬁh&-uu!===ef‘the 26th
Infantry encountered small groups of parachudists, but was not held
up in its advance to Butgenbach. After ?%R?enbach wa.g reached, the

| CIERNSVRE :
¢ the mein road Towards Dom Butgen-

bech, At the first high ground along the road they found approximate-

26th was sent throuﬂ

ly 50 clerks and other personnel of the 99th Division under the
commend of & tenk destroyer officer. He indicated that the Germans
were coming up the road, but was told to hold his position until the
2d Battalion could pase thruugh[;ihe officers of the 24 Bn say that
the ceptain came back three tites wenting to withdraw. We were told
later at the Anti-tanlk section, 99th Division, that the men was Capt.
'Kennedy of & TD Bn who had been reconmended Iforra Silﬁer.Star for
stépping the Qermans along this.road. They claimed that the 99th
d eserved credit for saving Butgenbac See suggested citatiu%?i
Conpany G of the 2d Bottalion mExk led.fhe
way in the advance tmwﬁrdﬁ Dom Butgenbach. It occupied the high

cround approxiately at 937022, while Co F' took up positions Lo
the south of G Compeny @&nd Co E secured the posltion south of Dom

Eutgenbach(see overlay). There was no infentry opposition to
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4  lst Div

this action by the QGermans, whulhad_fﬁiled to move from Bullingen
quiczly enough td bar the 26th from tﬁese positions. (It ig possible
th%t artillery fire mey have been responsible for this delay).
The movement had begun fron Eisenbmrn at 1200. The battalion resched :
Dom Butgenbach at 1500 and was establighed in positions at 1700. Anti- -
tank guns(57 i) were set up on the roads to the south end east. The

- battalion was also suppufted by Tour l-10 tank destroyers frnﬁ e 2a
platoon, Co A, 634th TD Battallon and by tanks of the ?d platoon,

Company O, 745th Tank Battalion(Interview with 24 Bn, 26%h).

in -e meantime the intentions of the enemy were

made & little clearer and more complete plans of defense were made.

By 2105 the 47th Armored Infantry Battalion of the 5th Armored Division
hed come up to reinforce the o8th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron

at llutzenich, while Monschaux was reported clear of the enemy. One

T of the POth Division ﬁas moving through the 24 Battialion, 16%h
Infentry, to Malmeﬁy}and the 18th CT wes brought up east of Zupen to
reinforce the 47th. The 18th CT was informed that as many as 500-700

| paratiroopers had been ﬁruppedﬁat K=811l6 and wés ordered to mop up

these forces. The Sth FA Bn, which was beind brought up to support the
lst Division, was slowé&d down by enemy strafing, but the 334 FA Bn

was Ilring on enemy forces, estigated to be as large as & division,

between 965991-926986-964995(1st Div After Action Report, ¥ec 44).

P
By the end of 17 December the extent of the Germen
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